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Luke 4:16-22a; 17:20, 21; Remans 14:17. 
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Prayer of a Shut-in 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


DO not think of Heaven as 
A place of rest 
Where I may lay my weary head 
Upon Thy breast. 
Soe many hours I spend on earth 
With folded hands, 
With tortured nerves, and body gripped 
By iron bands, 
And only faulty service now 
I give to Thee. 
Se, Lord, my dream of Heaven is 
That it will be 
A place where I shall stand erect 
And straight and strong, 
With feet which run to do Thy will 
The whole day long, 


And joyous strength for tasks which 
Thou 


Wilt set for me; 

A spirit strangely, wondrously, 
Like Thee (like Thee !) 

As love for Thee, perfected, burns, 
A living flame! 

Let this be Heaven, Lord, I ask, 
In Thy dear name. 


Lovers of Themselves 
Selfishness looms large in present- 
day life. In the long list of character- 


istics- that will mark the perilous times 
of the last days is this, “For men shall 





be lovers of their own selves .. .” (2 
Tim. 3:2). Every daily newspaper gives 
abundant proof of it. Observant Phila- 
delphia commuters may have noticed 
two rather significant requests which 
are lettered in the trains and trolleys. 
Pennsylvania Railroad travelers see 
these words on the doors at the ends of 
the cars: “For your own comfort, kindly 
help us keep this door closed”; and 
Philadelphia Transportation Company 
patrons, as they step into the cars, read: 
“Please. step to rear and ‘speed your 
ride.” It is noteworthy that in each case 
the appeal is to self-interest, without any 
suggestion that travelers might be will- 
ing to think of the comfort and con- 
venience of others. These big com- 
panies are realistic—they know that 
men are naturally selfish. As Christians, 
we cannot expect to correct the selfish 


spirit among men who ignore God and 
live for themselves, but we ought not 
to let it grip our own hearts. In his 
Letter to the Philippians, Paul said, 
“Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of 
others,” and later in the same chapter 
he said of Timothy, who exemplified this 
very principle, “For I haye no man like- 
minded, who will naturally care for your 
state: for all seek their own, not the 
things which are Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 
2:4, 20, 21). Again, Paul exhorts us in 
these strong words: “We then that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Let every one of us please his neigh- 
bour for his good to edification, For even 
Christ pleased not himself .. .” (Rom. 
15: 1-3), 


* 


Human Inadequacy and Divine 
Sufficiency 


“Who is sufficient for these things? , 
our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor, 2:16; 
3:5). 


E Apostle Paul has just stated 

that he and his fellow missionaries 
are unto God “a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish: to the one we are the 
savour of death unto death; and to tne 
other the savour of life unto life” (2 
Cor. 2:15, 16). Realizing the tremen- 
dous responsibility of having to preach 
a message which means eternal life to 
those who receive it, and death to those 
who reject it, he asks, “Who is sufficient 
for these things?” Who is qualified to 
be engaged in a mission that concerns 
man’s eternal destiny? Those who 
preached a defective or perverted Gos- 
pel were not qualified for such a career. 
Paul, without any consciousness of ego- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called . . . saints... in every 
thing enriched by him” (1 Cor. 


12; 5). R 














tism, could say he was competent, be. 
cause he preached the truth, the whole 


truth, and nothing but the truth. An- ‘ 


swering his own question, “Who is suf- 
ficient for these things?” he replies, “I 
am, for I am not like most, adulterating 
the word of God; like a man of sincerity, 
like a man of God, I speak the word of 
Christ before the very presence of God” 
(2 Cor. 2:17, Moffatt). 


The apostle then proceeds to affirm 
that his converts in Corinth are as a 
letter of Christ, confirming his fitness 
to preach His Gospel. But he is careful 
to avoid any charge being laid against 
him of boasting. It was not through his 
own gifts and resources he had proved 
his qualification to be Christ’s minister 
and apostle; it was all of God. He re- 
alized very keenly his own incompetency 
to preach the Word, to save immortal 
souls. Only through depending entirely 
upon divine resources could he fulfill 
this tremendous task — “not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves, to account any- 
thing as from ourselves; but our suffi- 
ciency is from God; who also made us 
sufficient as ministers of a new - cove- 
nant” (2 Cor. 3:5, 6, R.V.). 


Every true minister of the Gospel is 
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deeply conscious of his need of a 
strength, courage, wisdom far superior 
to his own. Never was this need felt 
so much as in these exceptionally dark 
and difficult days. In the home and 
foreign field we are faced with a situa- 
tion whiah becomes increasingly diffi- 
cult. At home the vast majority of 
people have become so worldly, godless, 
indifferent, that they have no place for 
God in their lives. Parents are no 
longer concerned about the moral and 
spiritual welfare of their children. Sun- 
day is now devoted to the radio, the 
newspaper, to pleasure, to the making 
of profit, to anything but the welfare 
of the soul, The habits of drinking, 
gambling, impurity have gripped vast 
multitudes of old and young. The spirit 
of materialism sweeps through the land 
like a mighty flood, threatening to en- 
gulf and destroy all the best things in 
our national life. In the foreign field 
missionaries have to eontend with the 
growing nationalistic spirit which is 
making itself felt in the native churches. 
In India and China the position of our mis- 
sionaries is very perplexing and perilous. 
Their future is full of uncertainty. There 
are such golden opportunities for serv- 
ice, such a crying need for more mis- 
sionaries, and yet the day seems to be 
approaching when many doors will be 
closed to those who preach the Evangel. 


As we view the situation, at home and 
abroad, the cry is wrung from. our hearts, 
“Who is sufficient for these things?” 
Who is competent to face up to it; to 
keep brave, cheerful, hopeful, with the 
foe so mighty, the immediate future so 
uncertain? Such a situation brings us 
to an end of ourselves, of our self-suffi- 
ciency. Our own strength and wisdom 
are totally inadequate. We are thrown 
back on God. Our sufficiency is in Him. 
Only as we draw fully upon divine re- 
sources can we possibly carry on un- 
daunted and unafraid. At a time when 
all was against Paul, and when his ene- 
mies were taking advantage of his im- 
prisonment by preaching a perverted 
gospel, and when he knew not whether 


. the morrow would bring freedom cor 


death, he could say, “I have strength for 
anything through Him, who gives me 
power” (Phil. 4:13, Weymonth). When 
we keep in close union with our Lord, 
then His power, His wisdom, His joy, 
His peace become ours, and we are equal 
to. any situation. 


At a time when the noble Lord 
Shaftesbury was cast out of his father’s 
mansion as a dangerous agitator, dis- 
trusted by his old-time comrades as a 
blue-blooded aristocrat, caricatured by 
smart society as a religious fanatic, de- 
feated in his effort to alleviate the hard 
lot of the toilers, he wrote in his diary: 
“I did not commence this work, so 
neither will I renew it, in my own 
strength. My sufficiency, if there be any, 
is of God.” 


‘< In His own secret and wonderful way, 
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God does give supporting grace to all 
who cast themselves entirely upon Him. 
When in our helplessness, distress, and 
need we cry, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” we shall hear the voice of our 
Lord saying, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” Paul proved in his tried 
and troubled life the sufficiency of divine 
grace, as myltitudes of believers are still 
doing today. Sometimes after we have 
passed through some crushing experi- 
ence we are amazed that we did not 
collapse. How did we come through that 
ordeal radiant and triumphant? It was 
because Christ gave us grace to be 
strong, patient, courageous: “If it had 
not been the Lord who was on our side 
... then the waters had overwhelmed 
us, the stream had gone over our soul” 
(Psa. 124:2-4), 


Here is the testimony of one who is 
blind and rarely free from pain. “Life,” 
he says, “has not been gentle with me. 
I have had to battle for my bread all 
through my adult years, hindered by 
physical infirmity and with none of my 
kindred to help me. Yet God’s suffi- 
ciency has ever been my portion, my 
joy in sorrow, balm in pain, strength in 
weakness. My loss has been another’s 
gain, my trial another’s blessing. I never 
cease to be astonished at the blessing 
He bestows; the more He asks of us, the 
more He gives to us.” 


He who has been our sufficiency in the 
past will be our strength and stay while 
life shall last. Assured that He is “able 
to make all gracg abound toward” us, 
that we might have “sufficiency in all 
things” (2 Cor, 9:8), we can cheerfully 
and confidently face the trials of the 
present and the future, and when life’s 
day shall close we shall be able to “greet 
the unseen with a cheer.” 


wg 








Is the Lord's Return Near? 




















D® LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER, presi- 
dent of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
has written an article for THe SuNnpay 
Scuoo. Tres entitled, “Why I Believe 
the Coming of the Lord Is Near.” Of 
the Rapture of the Church, he says: “On 
this first event there is no sign nor is 
there any time revealed. It is the end 
of the present divine purpose in the out- 
calling of the Church, the Bride of the 
Lamb.” But of Christ’s coming to earth 
to establish His Kingdom, Dr. Chafer 
writes, “In relation te the second event 
there are signs indicated and, naturally, 
if that evént is drawing near the first 
event is still nearer.” 

TIMEs readers cannct help but be in- 
terested in the clear and logical manner 
in which Dr. Chafer presents his views 
in his article, which will be published 
in the Tres of April 17. 
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Notes on Open Letters 
The Need for Holiness 


Thank you for the editorial note, 
“There Is a Serious Side,” in the Feb- 
ruary 7 issue, 


Do we need more teaching on holi- 
ness — Bible holiness? We rejoice in 
all fidelity to the fundamentals. Is 
holiness one of them? I wonder. Per- 
haps a campaign for “the higher life” 
or sanctification might do good. “Ex- 
cept your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees .. .” (Matt. 5:20). “Take 
us the féxes, the little foxes, that spoil 
the vines: for our vines have tender 
grapes” (Song of Sol. 2:15). Have not 
some crept in? I wonder—A New 
York re J 
There is no question that the Church 

of today not only needs more teaching 
on Scriptural holiness, but more prac- 
tical holiness in daily life. Righteous- 
ness of life, in all the details of life, is 
certainly one of the fundamentals, and 
we need to be careful lest we contrast 
fundamentalism and teaching on the 
deeper or higher life. There is no con- 
flict between them, for a life that is 
well pleasing to God is built upon be- 
lief in the foundation doctrines of Scrip- 
ture. Only one who has been born again 
through faith in Christ as Saviour can 
appropriate the power of the Spirit in 
the life, and only through that power 
can anyone overcome the down-pull of 
his human nature and the multitude of 
temptations by which we are all sur- 
rounded. , 


Unfortunately it is possible to lay so 
much stress upon correct doctrine that 
one becomes hypercritical of others and 
careless in respect to little things:in his 
own life which others can plainly see 
are not right. But this is not the fault 
of fundameitalism, but rather of the 
bias of human nature, which can never 
keep things straight; and doubtless in 
some cases the work of the Devil, in 
order that he may spoil the testimony 
of one who is ‘standing for the truth. 
A fine balance wheel for the Christian 
life is found in the words of the Lord 
Jesus to the Sadducees: “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God” (Matt, 22:29). If we are 
occupied cnly with the letter of Scrip- 
ture, and give 110 place in our lives to 
the power of God, we may be orthodox, 
but at the same time cold, hard, and 
forbidding. On the other hand, if we 
think only of the power of God, and 
ignore the teachings of all the Scriptures, 
we may; become fanatical. But a life 
that is saturated with the Word of God, 
and yielded to ithe power of God, will 
be well balanced and fruitful, 

There should be “a campaign for the 
higher life or sanctification” in the life 
of every individual Christian! Unlike 
other campaigns, this is best carried for- 
ward on the knees, Six pieces of armor 

(Continued on page 219) 








~_———— 


a 


ce ee 


—— 


io : 
a 


kesson for March 21 ‘ 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


* (3) 207 


ll. The Look for Deliverance 


Finding the outstretched Hand in life's storms 





of looking unto Jesus, and particu- 

larly of looking unto Him for sal- 
vation. We saw it is the look of a sin- 
ner in distress and helplessness, but in 
faith that instantaneously brings “about 
a new relationship with God and brings 
salvation into a man’s heart. In this 
article we shall again consider the mat- 
ter of looking unto Jesus, but this time 
it will be the look for deliverance. 

The look for: salvation needs to be 
given but once and is the initial look 
unto Jesus; but the look for deliver- 
ance needs to be given continually 
amidst all the testings and uncertainties 
of life. In Matthew’s Gospel and the 
fourteenth chapter is to be found the 
record of what took place in the night 
immediately following the miracle of the 
feeding of the five thousand. The Lord 
had sent the twelve disciples on and 
they had started to cross the Lake of 
Galilee in one of their small boats while 
He, having sent the multitudes away, 
went up the mountainside to pray. Dur- 
ing the night a sudden storm sprang up, 
as was and is today a very common oc- 
currence on the Lake of Galilee which 
is surrounded by high hills, and the dis- 
ciples in the boat were unable to make 
headway against the wind in spite of 
doing their utmost with the oars. They 
were in the dark, in danger from the 
angry waves, and entirely unable to 
make any progress. In the midst of their 
anxiety and fear they suddenly became 
aware of a form approaching them on 
the water and were still more alarmed 
until they heard the familiar tones of 
the voice which had come to mean so 
much to them, speaking to them words 
of reassurance, “Be of good cheer; it is 
I; be not afraid.” Immediately Simon 
Peter, the impetuous and impulsive dis- 
ciple, who so. often spoke first and 
thought only afterward, cried out, “Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee 
upon the waters.” Peter was so relieved 
to find that .the Lord was with them, 
even in the midst of the storm, that 
he was certain that everything would 
be taken care of by His divine power, 
and was ready at once to put the matter 
to a test. Peter’s challenge was accepted 
by the Lord, who said; “Come,” and 
Peter in the simplicity of his faith and 
in a spirit of obedience went down from 
the boat and walked upon the waters 
to come to Jesus, as Maithew records it. 


A Striking Illustration 


We nearly always speak about Peter’s 
sinking, whereas the important thing to 
remember is that he walked on the water 
and did the impossible! Peter walking 
on the waters is a striking illustration 


[: THE previous article we thought 


When Christ showed His hands to 
Thomas, after the Resurrection, that . 
disciple may have remembered not 
only the Crucifixion, but some of the 
works of mercy those hands had per- 
formed. They were the hands not 
only of a strong man, but of the Son 
of God, endued with miraculous 
power. In this second article of his 
series on “Looking! Unto Jesus,” Dr. 
Soltau uses one Gospel incident as 
an illustration of what Christ is able 


, and willing to do for all His own 


today. There will be three more 
articles in the series. 








of the Christian life. To walk unaided 
on the water is a perfectly impossible 
thing; to walk before the Lord in obe- 
dience .and victory, without divine aid, 
is an equally impossible thing. So much 
is being said today about the importance 
of high ideals and so much exhortation 
is given to right living, to building up 
our characters, and to the development 
of our personalities in order to make 
the best of ourselves. All of this, how- 
éver, in itself is of little value unless 
it is accompanied by the clear realiza- 
tion and acknowledgment of the fact that 
only through the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ can perfect ideals be formed and 
achieved. This development of charac- 
ter and personality can be brought about 
in the fullest and best sense only as the 
divine power of God is appropriated and 
received into the life through an active 
and intelligent faith -in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. ~ 

To return to Peter: he did the impos- 
sible and walked toward Jesus Christ — 
until something happened. While we 
are not specifically told what his mis- 
take was, it is clearly indicated, for we 
read, “When he saw the wind, he was 
afraid.” When Peter first: left the boat 
his mind was so full of reaching the 
Lord’s side and clasping His hand in af- 
fection and gratitude that he had no 
thoughts for anything else. As he made 
his way toward Him, however, Peter be- 
came conscious of what He had dared 
to do. He realized that- he was doing 
something none before him had ever 
achieved; possibly he looked back to the 
boat to make sure that the disciples had 
realized what he was doing. In any case, 
he.suddenly became aware of the forces 
which were at work all about him. I 
mean the force of the wind which had 
whipped the sea into foam and had 
raised the angry waves, and the force 
also of those billows as they were bear- 
ing down upon him with menace and 
danger. Immediately he became afraid. 
Fear always means doubt, and when a 
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man doubts he always’ begins to sink 
as did Peter. If the story ended at this 
point, there would always be grounds 
for serious misgiving in our minds, but 
we can thank God for the rest of Mat- 
thew’s account. Peter, as he began to 
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me.” I am 
perfectly certain that as Peter did that, 
in his anxiety and despair he turned 
toward the Lord and looked unto Him, 
It was a look for deliverance and it was 
a look with faith. Such a look is never 
in vain and is never unheeded by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. “Immediately Jesus 
stretched forth his hand, and took hold 
of him, and saith unto him, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” 
And together they walked back to the 
ship. 

As soon as Peter, who was sinking 
through his. doubts, looked unto the 
Lord for deliverance, immediately the 
divine hand was stretched forth and 
Peter was grasped and held and steadied 
and began to enjoy once more the vic- 
tory and the power of true fellowship 
and companionship with his Lord. Just 
as the look for salvation by the sinner 
brings life to him, so also the look for 
deliverance by the defeated saint will 
always bring restoration into the pres- 
ence of Christ and the resultant victory 
for the believer. 


The Secret of Continual Victory 


The secret of a daily life of continual 
and consistent victory on the part of any 
Christian is the daily walking with his 
heart and his attention centered upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Amid all the per- 
plexities and confusion of life these days, 
just as soon as we take our eyes off Him, 
we are certain to falter and to doubt. 

Just as soon as we face the problems 
and uncertainties of our lives and our 
attention becomes centered upon the 
forces that oppose us, it is only too easy 
to become discouraged. Then is the time 
to look unto Him for deliverance. If we 
do so in earnestness and in sincerity, we 
can be absolutely certain that just as 
He immediately stretched out His nand 
and grasped Peter, so surely is He ready 
and waiting to come to our aid and to 
give us the needed help and comfort 
and courage and guidance. 

The tragedy is that so often, when we 
find ourselves sinking, we run to others 
rather than Christ Jesus to tell them of 
our troubles. When we do so it is easy 
to find that they too are equally dis_ 
tressed and equally helpless to find a 
way out for themselves or to give us the 
strength that we need. What each one 
of us needs above all to do is to learn to 


.walk step by step and day by day with 


our eyes and our attentions fixed upon 
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Him. He alone is able and He is also 
always ready to give to each one of His 
people that which they need to meet the 
needs and the testings of each day as 
they arise. He has done it for multitudes 
of others and He will do it today for 
you, if you wilb only look unto Him and 
claim the deliverance, the assurance, and 
the guidance you need in order to live 
to His honor and glory and to live 
effectively and victoriously, 


If you keep your eyes upon Him as 
you walk day by day, you will find that 
you are becoming ever more conscious 
of His presence. The companionship of 
the Lord is one of the greatest privileges 
and joys that any of us can ever expe- 
rience, for, as long as we are sure that 
He is with us, we have nothing to fear 
and can face the future with assurance 
and can also look forward to accomplish- 
ing the impossible. By that I mean that 
through His grace and under His guid- 
ance we shall be enabled to keep our 
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balance and to go forward amid condi- 
tions of storm and difficulty with calm- 
ness and with the joy of the.Lord in 
our hearts. With Him we shall have 
daily victory and our lives will become 
effective and fruitful and a continual 
witness to the glory of Him whose we 
are and whom we serve. God grant that 
this may increasingly be your experience 
and mine, 

If you are discouraged, look to Christ 
Jesus for deliverance and for confidence. 
If you are conscious of failure or defeat, 
look to Him in faith and He will never 
fail to answer and to stretch out His 
hand to you and raise you up and give 
you strength and‘ courage for a new 
start. He will moreover accompany you 
and keep you on your way. Having 
once looked to Him, keep your eyes and 
attention fastened on Him and you will 
find in Him the secret of spiritual pros- 
perity and of continual blessing. 


(To be continued) 


lll. Two Contrasting Philosophies of Life 


And how they are illustrated by two theories of astronomy 


By RALPH H. COON, M.A. 


This is the third of eight articles on “Science Illustrating Bible Truths” 
by Mr. Coon, appearing approximately once a month. His next article 
will be, “Cameras, Eyes, and Spiritual Vision.” 


AN’S knowledge of the infinite could 

be increased only as he moved the 
center of his thinking from his own little 
world and related everything to the 
higher power. In the second article of 
this series, published in the February 7 
issue of THe SuNpDAy ScHoot Times, the 
immensity of the sun and its great dis- 
tance from. the earth were used to illus- 
trate the greatness of our Lord Jesus 
and the great distance He is above us 
spiritually. When philosophers became 
sure that the size of the sun was so many 
times greater than that of the earth, a 
long standing controversy between two 
conflicting theories of the heavens was 
settled with finality. Since these the- 
ories aptly illustrate two conflicting phi- 
losophies of life, one or the other of 
which is followed today by every human 
being, we shall present a brief account 
of the discussion and how it was settled. 
We shall see that the great discoveries to 
which the new conception led could 
never have been made under the old 
theory. 

The Geocentric Theoriy.—This earth- 
centered theory is the explanation of 
the universe that was naturally accepted 
by the ancients, and today is held by 
children and illiterates. In fact, all of 
us speak as though we believed it when 
we say_the sun rises or sets. It is the 
idea that the earth is the largest thing 
there is, and that the sky is a great dome 
across which the sun travels each day, 


passing under the earth during the night 
to reappear in the east each morning. 
At night the interior of this dome is sup- 
posed to be studded with tiny but bright 
lights. The moon and planets move 
among these fixed stars in more or less 
complicated ways. There were many 
variations of the theory. The accom- 
panying drawing gives the general idea, 
although no attempt is made to depict 
arfy particular form of the theory. 
Ptolomy, an ancient Egyptian philos- 
opher, was the best known proponent of 
this view, and it was called by his name. 

The Heliocentric Theory.—From the 
time of Aristarchus, three centuries be- 
fore Christ, there were a few who be- 
lieved that the earth was a whirling 
sphere revolving in a great orbit around 
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the sum, which was itself a great many 
times larger than the earth. This fur- 
nished a simpler explanation of the ap- 
parent motions of the planets. They 
were thought to be other bodies like the 
earth also revolving about the sun. Dur- 
ing the Middle Ages, this theory was 
condemned by the church and rejected 
by scientists. It was again reaffirmed in 
1543 by Copernicus, a Polish monk. The 
proponents of the more popular theory 
argued that if the earth were moving in 
sueh an orbit and the stars were farther 
out in space the nearer ones would ap- 
pear to move with respect to the more 
distant ones, just as the nearer objects 
of a landscape seem to move past the 
distant ones when the observer is him- 
self moving. No such motions eould then 
be observed. 


Kepler with his mathematical consid- 
erations proved Copernicus to be right, 
but only a few persons could be con- 
vinced by such arguments. It remained 
for Galileo to furnish the visible proof 
of this theory which put the earth in 
an insignificant place in the universe. 
While there may be a question as to 
his havirg invented the telescope, surely 
he was the first to make such an instru- 
ment and use it to study the heavens. 
Then Jupiter could be seen as a great 
whirling ball out in space just as Co- 
pernicus believed it and the other 
planets, including the earth, to be. Jupi- 
ter’s system of satellites revolving around 
it was a good argument for the existence 
of a larger and similar system with the 
sun at the center. Even more convince 
ing was the fact that Venus appears 
small when in that part of its orbit most 
distant from the earth, and many times 
larger when nearer the earth. -Its change 
from full to crescent shape, as it méves 
into this latter position where the sun 
shines mostly on the side away from us, 
also confirmed the theory. These things 
miay be easily observed in a small home- 
made telescope. As the telescope was 
subsequently improved and enlarged, 
each new discovery brought additional 
proof that the heliocentric theory, as we 
now know it, is correct. 


The Two Corresponding Philosophies. 
—Just as Ptolomy and the vast majority 
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The idea ancient peoples had of the universe 
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of the ancients put their world at the 
center of things in their thinking, so 
the natural man of the world considers 
himself in the center of his moral and 
spiritual universe. All else revolves 
about him and everything is considered 
only as it relates to him. This is natu- 
ral for the child. When he first becomes 
conscious of things he relates them to 
himself. Selfishness is indeed part of 
fallen human nature and is quite uni- 
versal. The spiritually illiterate among 
adults and the ones who are obstinate, 
even though informed of God’s great 
plan of salvation, consider themselves 
as the center of things. It was impos- 
sible. for the science of astronomy to 
make any advances until the geocentric 
theory was abandoned and the center 
understood to be in the great, glowing, 
and powerful controlling body of the 
system. Similarly the self-centered phi- 
losophy held by all unregenerate men 
must be given up before they can com- 
prehend the life of glory God has pro- 
vided for them. . 


In a former article we have shown 
how the telescope is a remarkable illus- 
tration of God’s plan of salvation, with 
Jesus and His sacrifice, like the mirror 
in the telescope, at the very center of it. 
As Galileo’s telescope put an end to the 
geocentric theory and opened the way 
for man to know without a doubt the 
plan of our solar system, so the Lord 
Jesus Christ reveals the foolishness and 
the dire results of the self-centered life 
of the natural man and shows conclu- 
sively that He Himself is “the way, the 
, truth, and the life.” As the telescope 
made it possible for man to obtain a 
sure and definite knowledge of the im- 
mensity and wonder of the sun-centered 
system, so the Lord Jesus reveals to us 
the infinite glory of the life that has 
become nothing in itself but great in 
that it is a part of the great heavenly 
universe of God, which is centered in 
His Son and is made possible through 
the sacrificial death of that Son. 


A real scientist is one who honestly 
wants to know the truth. Any such may 
know if they will take the trouble to 
find out about the solar system. The 
Master stated a similar truth in the spirit 
realm when He said, “If any man willeth 
.to do his [God’s] will, he shall know 
of the teaching, whether it is of God, or 
whether I speak from myself” (John 
rip Me AW 

Paul knew the man-centered philos- 
ophy as well as anyone, but, when he 
met Christ and subsequently investi- 
gated His teachings, he could say with 
absolute certainty, “He is before all 
things, and by him all things consist. 
And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have preeminence” (Col. 1: 
17, 18). Self was now put in the infini- 
tesimal place described in Galatians 2: 
20, “I am crucified with Christ.” 
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In the physical illustration, holding 
the wrong theory prevents one from ap- 
preciating the wonders of the material 
heavens. In the spiritual realm the re- 
sults of holding the self-centered phi- 
losophy are far more serious. Jesus said, 
“He that believeth not the son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him” (John 3:36). How important it is 
for us to get people to look through Jesus 
and His Word to these truths. Of course 
with the solemn fact just stated must go 
the other part of the same verse, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life.” 

Going back for a moment to contro- 
versy between the two astronomical the- 
ories, it will be recalled that the failure 
to see any apparent relative motion 
among the stars as the earth revolved in 
its orbit caused many to reject the new 
theory. The telescope, however, eventu- 
ally made possible the measurement of 
these very motions. Such measurements 
showed the nearest star to be twenty- 
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five trillion miledM@AR, 1 bud Biscov- 
eries,.also made by use of the telescope, 
show that our stay system js o),deyaay 
that if we wish“to make a sketch that 
we can put of ‘thi§ page We must use 
a scale that would make the distance of 
the nearest star just referred to about 
one twentieth of the thickness of a sheet 
of paper. To show on the same scale 
all such star systems that have been 
photographed by the one hundred-inch 
telescope on Mt. Wilson, we would have 
to have a picture one half of a mile 
square. We know: not what the two 
hundred-inch instrument will revea! 
when it is finished. Similarly we have 
no conception of the great things that 
are yet to be revealed to us through our 
Lord and Saviour. A careful study of 
1 Corinthians 2 will bring a rich bless- 
ing to any seeking soul, for it treats 
clearly of these two contrasting philos- 
ophies of life. 


(To be continued) 


How spiritual awakening came to a community on the Delaware-Maryland border 


“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised” (1 Chron. 16:25). 


E HAVE just closed the most won- 

derful series of méetings that it 
has been our privilege to work in, in 
over twenty years. We want to share 
the good news with you, and to praise 
the Lord for the blessings He poured 
out upon us and upon the people. 

If you will look at a map of the mid- 
dle Eastern states, you will see the Mary- 
land-Delaware peninsula located below 
Wilmington, Delaware, and stretching 
for two hundred miles to Cape Charles, 
Virginia. It is about sixty miles wide 
at the widest part, with the Atlantic 
Ocean on one side and the Chesapeake 
Bay on the other. The, pepulation is 
made up almost entirely of American 
Protestants. They are very hospitable, 
cordial, well educated, and industrious. 

For many, many years a large denom- 
ination has held unhindered sway on this 
peninsula. When it preached the Bible 
and gave the people the Gospel of the 
grace of God, its churches were filled, 
and thousands were swept into the King- 
dom of God; especially were the young 
people reached. As a result, large 
and ,beautiful churches were buift, and 
the blessing of God was in their midst. 

Then Modernism and Liberalism swept 
into most of these churches, especially 
into those of the towns and: cities. I 
do not need to tell you what has hap- 
pened. Multitudes never go to church, 
the young people are far from God, and 
are more like pagans. It is pitiful to see 
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the smafi attendance now in most of 
these large churches. 

But the Word of God says: “I sought 
for a man among them that should make 
up the hedge, and stand in the gap be- 
fore me for the Land, that I should not 
destroy it” (Ezek. 22:30). The Lord 
found such a young man, well trained 
and on fire for God, a graduate of Faith 
Seminary in Wilmington, Delaware. His 
wife also was trained and very efficient 
in child evangelism. We had known this 
young couple for some time and had 
helped them in their Christian life, Many 
times they were in our home, and I told 
them all I knew about revival and soul 
winning, and made many suggestions to 
him as to what to preach and how to 
preach. 

Last June, this young mar went to be 
pastor of a struggling church in a town 
on the line between Delaware and Mary- 
land. When he arrived and saw the 
desperate need and the multitudes away 
from God and out of any church, it 
moved him deeply. First, he got his 
small group together and made a sur- 
vey of the town and found out that eight 
out of every ten people in that area 
never darken the door of any church. 
There were not more than one or two 
high school students in either high 
school that were even professing Chris- 
tians, . 

In August, he wrote me begging us to 
come and help him. On the first of No- 
vernber Mrs, Stephens and I went to this 
needy field. First we called the Chris- 
tian people together for earnest prayer, 
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and, for a week, they met in the homes 
for prayer. Sometimes the houses would 
be crowded. There was a great spirit 
of prayer, confession, and humility. Then 
there came a great burden for the lost. I 
then suggested we put feet to our prayers 
and go out, two by two, and visit every 
home in the town and surrounding area, 
going into the homes, talking to the peo- 
ple about the Lord and leaving ‘a Gospel 
of John in each house. 


The next Sunday afternoon seventy 
people met with us at two o’clock. We 
had divided up the town and area into 
districts, and after earnest prayer they 
went forth as the Lord commanded us 
to do. Before night they had visited 
every home in the town and also along 
every outlying country road for five miles, 
Many of these workers came’ back radi- 
antly happy over the wonderful way 
they had been received. 


Their church was far too small to 
think of having a series of meetings 
there. So the pastor secured a large, 
empty factory building right on the main 
street in the heart of the town. The men 
soon put in a large platform and seats, 
and lighted this commodious building. 
The very first night the people poured 
out to the meeting. They came from ten 
to twenty miles around. The crowds in- 
creased from night to night until more 
seats had to be provided. 


First we had a real revival among 
God’s people. There was humility, con- 
fession, and repentance. Every night 
hefore the service the pegple met to 
pray. Each Sunday afternoon we had 
a wonderful prayer meeting. One Sun- 
day afternoon there was a special bur- 
den of prayer and tears for loved ones 
and unconverted friends. There were 
ten different people especially on the 
hearts of those present for whom they 
prayed at this service. Every one of 
these ten was saved that very night. 


As the people continued praying, a 
great spirit of conviction seemed to come 
down on the whole community. Chil- 
dren were saved, high school students 
were saved, young married couples were 
saved, whole families were saved, and 
men and women up to sixty and sixty- 
five years of age were reached for the 
Lord. 


The most wonderful .response was 
among the young married couples, re- 
turned veterans and their wives. It was 
glorious to see so many G.I.’s and their 
wives come to the Lord. 


One outstanding conversion was a high 
school professor from a large high school 
tn a town near by. He had just re- 
ceived his master’s degree from Chicago 
University He went back to tell every- 
one what had happened. The superin- 
tendent of his high school was so im- 
pressed that he asked him to conduct 
the Thanksgiving service in their school 
for the whole student body. He just 
can’t do enough now for the Lord. 
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Praise the Lord. Reports are comihg 
that others from this town are being 
saved from time to time. 


God is still on the throne, and, when 


My Baby 
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His conditions are met, God will pour 
out His Spirit and work today as in any 
other day (2 Chron. 7:14). 


WiminctTon, DEL, 


From One Mother to Another 


6“ A SWEET new blossom of humanity, 

fresh fallen from God’s own home, 
to flower on earth.” Neither the beauties 
of nature nor the most moving master- 
piece of the artist can equal in loveli- 
ness the sight of a helpless new baby, 
resting in its mother’s arms. 

Mother, are you not filled with wonder 
and awe at the mystery of life; are you 
not thrilled at the miracle of birth? 
Science with all its marvelous achieve- 
ments has never produced life. God 
alone is the’‘author of it, and it is’ He 
who has given you the greatest treasure 
that any woman can possess. 

And now — you are a mother! I can- 


“not find words to express my emotions 


when I gazed into the face of my first 
baby, and realized that precious little 
life was a part of my very being, and 
that one day she would call me “Mother.” 
No words could fitly frame my song of 
praise, or the fervent prayer of my heart 
that I might be worthy of that wonder- 
ful name. 

You, too, have graduated from the 
school of suffering into the noble rank 
of motherhood. Have you paused for 
just one thoughtful moment to thank 
the Creator of this little life lent to you, 
entrusted to your care? It is no mere 
chance that you have given birth to a 
perfect baby, and that you yourself have 
come safely through the valley of the 
shadow of death. He who created the 
universe and upholds it all by the word 
of His power has willed that little soul 
to you, and you to him. 

Life is a very short span between two 
eternities, and you, Mother; will largely 
shape the destiny of this precious new 
soul whom you have brought into the 
world. You will spare no cost in nur- 
turing his tiny body, and will tend him 
day and night with the utmost care, but 
I want lovingly to remind you that your 
baby is not just a physical and mental 
being. He has a living soul, even as you 
have. Tremendous possibilities for good 
lie wrapped up in that helpless babe, 
and chiefly on you rests the responsi- 
bility for the making or marring of that 
God-given life. He was made by God 
for Himself —loaned to you for a short 
time that you may lead his faltering 
feet into the path that terminates in the 
bliss of Heaven. Mother, will you not 
dedicate yourself to this noble task — 
just now? 

But perhaps you have neglected your 
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own soul’s welfare, and therefore feel 
totally unfit for the sacred responsibility. 
He who endowed you with the inherent 
gifts of motherhood will equip you for 
your high calling if you but open your 
heart wide to Him now, Many times and 
in many ways He has knocked at your 
heart’s docr through childhood, girlhood, 
young womanhood. Having now given 
you your heart’s desire—His choicest 
of all treasures—a child of your very 
own—He once more knocks at your 
heart, seeking entrance. It is not enough 
to give Him a passing thought now and 
then; He waits to be admitted to the 
throne of your heart, 


The years that stretch out before you 
will undoubtedly bring times of anxiety, 
perplexity, ‘anc sorrow —no life is free 
from these. Oh, how much you will 
need a Guide, a Friend, and a Comforter, 
One on whom you can always lean just 
as your little child will sweetly depend 
on you. All this and more — far more — 
will the Lord Jesus mean to you, if you 
will “open the door.” 


You cannot close your heart to a Love 
that suffered far more to redeem your 
soul than you bore for your precious 
child. His was spiritual anguish as well 
as physical, an agony the depths of which 
we cannot even imagine. He bore our sins 
in His own body on Calvary’s cross, that 
we might be freely forgiven. Match- 
less love that far surpasses that of a 
mother! “As many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become chil- 
dren of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:12, R.V.). Will 
you receive Him in childlike simplicity? 
Then on the authority of God’s Word 
I assure you that you will become just 
as truly His own as your child is your 
own precious possession, and the peace 
of God will flood your soul. 

Then you will be fitted for the wonder- 
ful task that awaits you—the task of 
leading those tiny, helpless little feet 
into the pathway that leads Home. 


ee 

Mrs.' Miles, a pastcr’s wife, wrote the above 
message in order to have something to give 
young mothers that might bring them comfort 
and at the same time a brief testimony con- 
cerning the Savicur. It is the kind of thing 
that Christian mothers can use among their 
neighbors or in hospital visitation. It has been 
published as an attractive leafiet: with a pic- 
ture of a mother and baby on the cover, and 
may be had from Mrs. Kenneth L. Miles, 916 
Kittitas St., Wenatchee, Wash., at 25 copies 
for $1. 
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Lesson, for. March 21, 
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International: Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. MARCH 21. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


Mark 4:26-29; Luke 4:16-22a,; 17:20, 21; Romans 14:17; printed text, Luke 4:16-20; Mark 4: 26-29, 
Luke 17:20, 21; Romans 14:17 (in this order) 


Golden Text.—Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.—Matt. 6:10 


Hine James VERSION 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was,. he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he ‘had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anoimted 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the’ book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the syna- 
gogue were fastened on him. - 


Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should casteseed inte the ground; 


27 And should ‘sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the fuli corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth 
in the sickle, because the harvest is come. 


Luke 17:20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, 
The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 

21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you. 


Rom. 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Ts term “Kingdom of God” is used 
in several different ways in Scrip- 
ture, the context determining its 
meaning. Frequently it refers to the 
divine rule over all the universe, as in 
Daniel 4:3 and Psalm 103:19. 


Dispensationally, the Kingdom of God 
is Heaven’s rule over the earth when 
the Son will reign.on Mt, Zion and all 
nations shall own His benevolent, yet 
righteous, sway (Isa. 32:1-8; Psa. 72:1- 
12). Then all his saints shall reign with 
Him (Dan. 7:18, 22). 


Spiritually, the Kingdom of God now 
has to do with the soul’s recognition of 
the divine authority. When Christ is 
owned as Lord, the Kingdom of God is 
set up in the heart, and the believer 
enters into the blessedness, even now, of 
that in which the whole world shall 
share when Christ returns in person to 
reign. Only by new birth is this King- 
dom entered (John 3:5). 


The Historical Setting 


Luke, the author, under the Holy 
Spirit’s direction, of the third Gospel, 
was probably a Gentile. He was a phy- 
sician, and took great pains to ferret 
out the facts concerning the life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ (Luke 1:3). 
He was Paul’s companion in the later 
years of his ministry. Mark was the 
cousin of Barnabas; he was the writer 
of the Gospel that bears his name. He 
was unsatisfactory as a missionary at 
first (Acts 15:37-39), but later proved 
“profitable” by his devotedness (2 Tim. 
4:11). Romans was written by Paul 
from Corinth some time before he set 
out on his last journey to Jerusalem. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 4:16—‘He came to Nazareth.” 
This city is on the eastern edge of the 
great plain of Esdraelon. It had a very 
evil reputation (John 1:46), but was the 
early home of Jesus, and is today a place 
of considerable importance in north cen- 
tral Palestine. “As his custom was.” In 
childhood, youth, and young manhood 
Jesus, as an exemplary Jew, attended 
the synagogue services, 


Verse 17.—“The book of the prophet 
Esaias.” Isaiah is often called the evan- 
gelical prophet because of the very clear 
way in whieh he portrays our Lord as 
the one who was coming to put away 
the sins of mankind. 


Verse 18.—“He hath anointed me.” This 
is a definite Messianic prophecy. The 
Hebrew word “Messiah” means “the 
Anointed,” and is the equivalent of the 
Greek word “Christ.” At His baptism 
Jesus was anointed in order that He 
might fulfill all that is set forth in this 
verse. 


Verse 19.—“The acceptable year of the 
Lord,” This is the present dispensation 
of the grace of God, when all men are 
invited to come to Him in repentance 
and faith. 


Verse 20.—‘He closed the book.” It 
was not the end of the sentence. Jesus 
stopped in the middle of the verse. If 
He had read on, He would have pro- 
claimed “the day of vengeance of our 
God,” but that day eannot come until 
the day of grace is ended. Jesus had 
come as the promised King, but He knew 
He was to be rejected, and so the King- 
dem could not yet be set up in power. 


Mark 4:26, 27.—“So is the kingdom of 
God” The Lord thus introduces a par- 
able which shows that just as there must 
be a sowing before there can be a har- 
vest, so must the seed of the Word be 


A 


sown in the hearts of men before the 
promised Kingdom of God can come. 

Verse 28.—“The* earth bringeth forth 
fruit of herself.” Once the seed is sown, 
certain chemical processes take place in 
the ground causing the seed to fructify. 
So the seed of the Word, when sown by 
the proclamation of the Gospel, is made - 
to produce fruit in the salvation of souls 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 29.—“When the fruit is brought 
forth” and the harvesttime has arrived 
the fruit is reaped. So when the present 
age comes to an end the Lord will gather 
His precious fruit—the redeemed — to 
Himself, and will set up His Kingdom 
in power and great glory. 

Luke 17:20.—“The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation,” or with 
outward show. Men will watch in vain 
for the egfablishment of the Kingdom 
until the appointed time when Christ 
will return and all will be subjected 
to Him. Meantime, the work of sow- 
ing the seed goes on, ‘resulting in new 
birth wherever it is received in faith. 
All who are born again enter even now 
into the Kingdom (Col; 1:13) inasmuch 
as they alone recognize Heaven’s right- 
ful authority over a world that is in 
rebellion against Him, 


Verse 21—“The kingdom of God is 
within you.” A better translation might 
be, “The kingdom of God is among you.” 
The King Himself was there before the 
little company of His devoted followers. 
These formed the nucleus of the King- 
dom. But Israel was not ready to re- 
ceive it, so the Kingdom was taken from 
them (Matt. 21:43). Not until the Lord 
Jesus returns again will the Kingdom 
be openly displayed. If one prefers the 
rendering “the kingdom of Ged is within 

ou,” it should be recognized that this 
can be true only of those who are born 
again, whereas the Lord here was ad- 
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dressing the unbelieving Pharisees, who 
were challenging Him as to when the 
Kingdom was to appear. 


Rom. 14:17.—“The kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink”; that is, it has not 
to do simply with making physical pro- 
vision for the welfare of mankind, but 
it is now manifested as “righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
Wherever the divine authority is ac- 
knowledged, these blessed results will 
follow. Christ enthroned in the heart 
produces righteousness in the life and 
gives to the believer the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, so that 
he is enabled to joy in God even in the 
midst of adverse circumstances, by the 
Holy Spirit, who dwells within him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The truth of the Kingdom of God is 
one that runs all through the Bible. 
All the world is rightfully His Kingdom, 
but man is in rebellion against Him and 
has manifested that rebellion by the re- 
jection of the Son who came to bring 
in the Kingdom of righteousness and 
peace. Having died and risen again, He 
has gone back to Heaven to receive for 
Himself the Kingdom*and to return to 
subdue all things unto Himself. While 
He is absent, His servants are commis- 
sioned to go to all men with a message 
of peace, through the blood of His cross. 


‘When they accept the message and own 


Jesus as Saviour and Lord, they have 
an earnest now of the blessing-that the 


whole world will enjoy when the King’ 


comes back to reign and to speak peace 
to the nations. 


Lesson Outline 

1. The King appears (Luke 4: 16-20) 

2. The King rejected (vs. 21-29) 

3. The time of seed-sowing (Mark 4:26- 
28) 

4. The time of harvest (v. 29) 

5. The Kingdom in the midst (Luke 17: 
20, 21) pm , 

6. The spiritual Kingdom now (Rom. 14: 
17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

There is a wealth of instruction in that 
expression, “as his custom was.” It tells 
us that even though there was much that 
was imperfect, and perhaps some things 
that were misleading’in the services of 
the synagogue, the Lord Jesus recog- 
nized this institution as an effort to keep 
the knowledge of the Law of God alive 
among the people. He therefore attended 
regularly and so honored God’s Word 
and became an example to others. It is 
of all importance that we attend rever- 
ently the means of grace. 

It is evident that Jesus was one whom 
the officers of the synagogue recognized 
as entitled to read the Law publicly and 
unfold it to others. There was nothing 
strange in the fact that He went up to 
the reader’s desk and asked for the scrgll 
containing Isaiah’s prophecy. But never 
before had He declared Himself to be 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. March 14.—The Worth of Christian 
Character (Temperance Lesson). 
Acts 20°17-38; Ephesians 5:6-21 
Next Week’s Lesson 
13. March 28.—Eternal Life (Easter 
Lesson)» John 21:1-14; Colossians 
3:1-4, 12-17; 1 John 5:11, 12 








the one who had come in fulfillment of 
the predictions therein recorded. It 
was this that amazed His hearers and 
roused their anger when He refrained 
from satisfying their curiosity by attest- 
ing His claims by miracle-working. 

Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom. Men 
often speak of “building the Kingdom,” 
but the expression is an unscriptural 
one. We do not build the Kingdom. 
Christ will set up the Kingdom Himself, 
at His second advent, It is our respon- 
sibility to sow the seed of the Kingdom 
by preaching the Gospel and proclaim- 
ing the Lordship of Christ. -All who re- 
ceive the Word in faith become true 
children of the Kingdom, who recognize 
Jesus as the rightful ruler over this re- 
bellious world. These enjoy now the 
blessings of the Gospel, and will enter 
into the Kingdom and reign with Christ 
at His return. 


Summaries and Applications 


The world was not ready for the King 
when He came in lowly grace. When 
He comes again in glory, none will be 
permitted to resist His authority. 

The Pharisees were looking for a war- 
rior-king, who would free the Jews from 
the Roman yoke and establish a king- 
dom of an earthly order, but God ha 
other thoughts. » 

When Christ reigns over all the world, 
there will be a heavenly Kingdom, which 
will bring joy and blessing to the nations 
who have suffered so long because of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT bearing has our Lord's “custom” 
(Luke 4:16) on church attendance? 
2. What office did Jesus hold in the 


synagogue that would entitle Him to read 
and preach? 


3. Why did the attendant give Him the 
scroll of Isaiah? 

4. What two strange departures marked 
our Lord’s reading that day? 

5. Why did He stop where He did in the 
reading? 

6: What ‘relation does Luke 4:21 bear to 
our preaching today? 

7. What character of the Kingdom of God 
is emphasized in the parable of Mark 4: 
26-29? 

8. What can we learn from this parable as 
to the place of human effort in the Kingdom 
of God? 

9. What corresponds to the harvest? 


10. What is the chief point in our Lord’s 
answer to the Pharisees in Luke 17:20, 21? 


(Answers on page 219) 
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the rejection of the King when He came 
the first time. 

While waiting for the glorious appear- 
ing of our great God and Saviour, we 
may enjoy now the blessings that all are 
to share in the coming Kingdom age. 
For wherever Christ is enthroned in the 
heart, He gives joy and peace and en- 
ables the believer to triumph over all 
the power of Satan. 


CHICAGO. 
‘te 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
gracious God. whose right it is to rule 
all that Thou hast made, we praise Thee 
that Thy sway is one of wise and holy 
love so that none need fear to yield to 
Thy control. Make all men to’ know 
their true happiness lies in serving Thee, 
and in this sin-wrecked world let Thy 
Kingdom come and Thy will be done. 
Pardon all our sins of thought, word, 
or conduct and all omission of good we 
should have done. Give us thankful 
spirits, clean hearts, pure motives, and 
noble aims. Free us from worry, fear, 
and discontent, giving us heart rest 
through trusting in Thy care. Make us 
bright witnesses for our Saviour. Bless 
all missionaries, Bible translators, Chris- 
tian teachers and ministers of Thy Word; 
and make otir own study of Thy Book 
a blessing to us this day. Bring many 
who now delight in evil to learn to do 
well, Break Satan’s power over our 
world, relieve the wants of the needy, 
comfort every sad heart, strengthen the 
weak, and guard the imperiled. Protect 
our own homes and ae pen and those 
of them who do not know ‘Thee yet, 
draw unto Thyself, we pray, for Christ, 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—-When with under- 
standing and all our heart we pray for 
God’s Kingdom to come, we ask some 
tremendously important things, That 
prayer means at least three things. 

1. Let Christ rule in me. 

2. Let Christianity spread abroad. 

3, Let Christ return to reign. 

But no one can pray in truth, “Thy king. 
dom come,” who is unwilling to be ruled 
by Christ in his own life. It is plain 

| . 





AS CHRIST’S SUBJECTS 
WE LIVE FO HIM 
HO DIED US 


hypocrisy to pray for His Kingdom to 
come ard His will to be done while we 
deny Christ the throne’ of our own 
hearts. Unless we are glad to have Him 
rule us, how can we really want His 
Kingdom to come? 
What about it then? 











Are we living 


daily under the rule of the Lord Jesus? 
Do we consider in all matters, What 
would Jesus have me to do? 


Or do 
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we act as though we had the right \to 
run. our own little show of life as we 
please? I’m afraid that many live that 
way who consider themselves Christians, 
But they make a great mistake in so 
living, and if they go on thus will have 
a sad awakening some day’: 

A rich and successful man took sud- 
denly ill and lay at death’s door. Just 
before he died he said anxiously, “I find 
I have been putting the wrong world 
first.” He made that terrible mistak® 
by ruling his own life instead of letting 
Christ have control. Don’t you make 
that mistake, but turn to the Saviour 
for the’ pardon of your sinful past, and 
crown Him Lord of all your future, 


Vancouver, B, C., Can. 
we 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted” (Luke 4:18).—A brokenhearted 
person is often extremely difficult for 
a soul-winner to handle; for such a per- 
son is consumed with his (or her) grief 
or sins to such an extent that there seems 
neither room, willingness, nor ability to 
think of anything else. Nothing less 
than the power of the Holy Spirit can 
heal the brokenhearted. 

A white-haired woman, at least sixty 
years of age, with distress written all 
over her face attended a series of special 
evangelistic services. She chose the 
same seat each night. 

The preacher longed to speak to her, 
but she gave him no chance. She was 
out of the building befdére he could 
reach her. She never responded to a 
public appeal. 

Her sad and anguished face haunted 
the speaker, and he could not find rest 
until he learned who she was, and where 
she lived. He called on her, and found 
her busy at her housework: She po- 
litely enough stopped and listened to 
what the servant of the Lord had to say. 
But her only response was, “Oh, my 
sins !” 

When asked if she had long felt the 
burden of her sins, she said she had wept 
over them for thirty long, weary years. 
(There is no point here in enumerating 
the sins, but she was brokenhearted 
over them.) 

Naturally, she wanted forgiveness, and 
would go where she knew she could 
hear about the forgiveness of sins, but 
she was so preoccupied with her guilt 
that the good news of the remedy never 
penetrated her anguished heart. 

The messenger asked if she believed 
that Christ died for our sins, and that 
He was buried, and that He rose again. 
She assented, but it meant nothing vital 
to her. She still indulged in her mourn- 
ful cry, “Oh, my sins!” 

Counting on the Holy Spirit to help 
him, he asked her to answeg a question. 
She said she would—so he asked, “If 
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Christ had all your sins, by imputation, 
upon Him on the cross, and put them all 
away before He left the cross, and if 
He ascended to His Father’s throne in 
Glory without one of them upon Him, 
where are they now?” She pondered, 
she looked up, and with a changed coun- 
tenance, said, “Why, they are all gone, 
and I never saw that before.” Imme- 
diately she said with an unburdened, 
thankful, adoring heart, “Oh, my Sav- 
iour!” He still heals the brokenhearted 
— whether of the sinner because of his 
sins, or the saint because of his trials. 

“To preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives” (Luke 4:18).—These words cause 
me to recall some of the delivered cap- 
tives whom I have personally known. 
One was held in the abominable chains 
of dope— but the exercise of personal 
faith in the Christ of God, who died for 
him, completely freed him. How he 
valued that deliverance! He spoke so 
feelingly of the Lord in appreciation of 
it, to the day of departure to be with 
Him. — 

Another was bound with the chains 
of immorality. When he heard the mes. 
sage of deliverance, he believed with the 
heart and praised the Lord for deliver- 
ing him from such a foul ditch! 


WHY 








SATAN’S Bic GuNs CAN’T 


* (9) 213 


Another was caught in the revolting 
chains of profanity to such an extent 
that he said it was extremely difficult 
for him to open his mouth without some- 
thing unclean coming out of it. He was 
completely delivered and had a new 
song put in his mouth, even praise unto 
our God. 

Still another was tightly entwined with 
the chain of this world’s fiction. She 
wouldn’t, she couldn’t give up her novels. 
(Of course, she couldn’t in her own 
strength.) But truth can be stranger 
than fiction. “Ye shall know the truth,” 
said the Lord Jesus, “and the truth ‘shall 
make you free.” And again, “If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” She was set free in- 
deed, 

Regardless of the nature of the cap- 
tivity, there is power with the Lord 
Jesus Christ to deliver from it and en- 
able all former victims of Satan’s bond- 
age to sing: 

My chains are snapt, the bonds of sin are 

broken, 
And I am free ! 


O let the triumphs of His grace be spoken 
Who died for me. 


“For, behold, the kingdom of God is 
within you” (Luke 17:21).—The corre- 
spondents of two anti-Christian cults 


DESTROY Ir 


drinking, but right 
eousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit 
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seemed to take a delight in writing and 
reminding me that the Lord Jesus said, 
“The kingdom of God is within you.” 
Their implication was that the Kingdom 
was in them internally. 


I called their attention to the fact 
that the significance of “within” was 
“among” or “in the midst,” as the criti- 
cal versions render it; and that the Lord 
certainly did not teach that the Kingdom 
of God was in those self-righteous Phari- 
sees to whom He was speaking — for 
they “shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men” and they were filled with 
“extortion and excess,” and “unclean- 
* ness,” and “hypocrisy and iniquity” (Matt, 
23: 13-28). But the Kingdom of God was 
among them in the person of the King, 
but they were the ringleaders in His re- 
jection and crucifixion. 

The correspondents did not believe in 
the Holy Spirit, so when I reminded 
them that the “kingdom of God is... 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith : 
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righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17), the corre- 
spondence between us ceased, 


Wawona, CALir, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


N THE fast speeding world about us, 

“big time stuff” is heralded and.ac- 
companied by a lot of noise, neon lights, 
and the fanfare of trumpets. Money 
and space and artistic skill are not 
spared in attracting attention to a com- 
mon household article. A _ thirty-foot 
billboard on the highway, glorified by 
the picture of a beautiful girl with a 
marvelous complexion advertises a cake 
of toilet soap; or the likeness of a nation- 
ally known athlete endorses a cigarette. 
A $25,000 whole-page ad in a widely cir- 
culated magazine tells you that a certain 
brand of beer helps to make one 
“healthy, wealthy, and wise.” The big- 
ger the noise, the wider the space, the 
more vivid the colors, the more atten- 
tion the promoter attracts to his product, 
the larger the sales. That is the theory 
of success upon which the world pro- 
ceeds. 

In the Kingdom of God it is differ- 
ent. God could overpower our senses 
with thunderous noise, the like of which 
was never heard before, with space and 
color beyond comprehension, using a 
multitude of both natural and supernatu- 
ral facilities, as yet unknown to man; but 
He does.not choose to speak to our spirit 
in that way. 

The Prophet Elijah, at the most critical 
point of his life, having fled to Mount 
Horeb to escape the vengeance of a 
wicked queen, sought God’s protection, 
and God spoke to him in a way that 
gave him a new vision and a better 
understanding of His majesty and power. 
“And, behold, the Lord passed by, and 
a great and strong wind rént the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks be- 
fore the Lord; but the Lord was not in 


~ the wind: and after the wind an earth- 


quake; but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake: and after the earthquake a 
fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small voice. And 
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle” (1 Kings 
19:11-13). Then it was that God gave 
Elijah a new lease and a new task that 
put him back*in the line of victorious 
service. 

It is the still, small voice of God, 
spoken to us by. the Holy Spirit, that 
we can hear only as we turn aside from 
all the stir and confusion of strénuous 
life, and in quietness, just listen for it. 
Youth is impetuous and wants to be 
doing something that can be seen and 
heard; youth wants to see something 
rising up in impressive shape and form; 
something that makes music and lots of 
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it. Jesus said, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, arid his righteousness; and 
all: these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). And Jesus emphasized this 
matter of quietness when He said, “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing” (John 
15:5). There is no noise, no commotion 
im “abiding.” Look at a vine arid listen; 
you will hear not a sound where the 
branch is joined—abiding; but it is 
drinking in the fruit-producing sap, 

In our lesson text our Lord is saying, 
“So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed into the ground; and 
should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow 
up; he knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear” (Mark 4:26-28). The 
power of God that exists under the cover 
of silence: that is the thing we need to 
learn, and to practice the silence. Sci- 
entists tell us that the uplift power that 
exists in a growing field of grass is suffi- 
cient to jack up a ten-story building; 
yet that upgrowth goes on, night and 
day, in utmost silence. 

What does it mean, fellows, to you and 
me? Well, this, at least in part: If we 
are going to amount to anything in 
God’s Kingdom, there must be regular 
and frequent times of quietness in our 
program; times when we can simply 
wait upon God to speak to us in that 
“still small voice” of His, which makes 
so clear His will for us, and marks out 
so clearly the-way He wants us to take. 
Often the voice will come as we quietly 
read our Bible and meditate upon what 
we find there. It is one of His favorite 
means of speaking to us; we cannot af- 
ford to miss it. If we do we shall miss 
the way. 


Avucusta, G4. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Tuy Kincpom CoME 
Christ’s Kingdom on Earth 


HERE is our Golden Text found 

in the Bible? (Matt. 6:10.) Will 
that prayer ever be answered?. What 
a wonderful thing it is to know this! 
Many thinking people are in despair 
about our world situation. But we do 
not despair because we know that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is coming back to 
reign over this world. 


When Christ came to earth the first 
time, He offered Himself as king. Turn 
to Luke 4:16-20. Here we find Christ 
returned to the synagogue in Nazareth 
which He had attended faithfully when 
a boy. There He took the sacred scroll 
containing the Book of Isaiah and read 
aloud these amazing words about some- 
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one with good news for the poor, heal- 
ing for the brokenhearted, and deliver- 
ance for the captives. Then He said, 
“This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears.” He was telling them that 
He was the fulfillment of this Scripture, 
the one who would do all these things. 
Did they crown Him king? No, they 
thrust Him out of their city. The first 
time Christ came He was rejected. The 
next time He comes all rejecters will 
be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of ‘the Lord, and 
He will reign supreme: Second Thessa- 
lonians 1:7-9 tells of His coming in judg- 
ment. When Christ reigns on earth there 
will be a perfect government, and there 
will be peace and: prosperity for all: 
Many Scriptures tell about the glorious 
reign of Christ on earth, and every 
Christian looks eagerly forward to the 
day when all the earth will be “hushed 
to see Christ crowned.” 


Christ’s Kingdom in Hearts 
When we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” 

we think first of the glorious reign of 
our Lord; but there is another meaning 
of “the kingdom of God.” In Mark 4: 
26-29 the Kingdom is pictured as seed 
planted in the ground. The seed grows, 
we know not how, but it comes to per- 
fect maturity by harvesttime. The mean- 
ing of this parable is plainer in the light 
of Luke 17:20, 21. Here the Pharisees 
asked Christ when the Kingdom of God 
would come. What was His reply? We 
cannot now make everyone on earth do 
God’s will, but we ourselves can do it, 
We can pray: 

Keep me day by day, Lord, 

Underneath Thy sway, Lord; 

Make my heart Thy palace ’ 

And Thy royal throne. 

Romans 14:17 tells us thre2 character- 

istics of the Kingdom of God within vu, 
What are they? 


Righteousness 

If the Lord Jesus is king of our lives, 
and His Word is growing in our hearts, 
we will be characterized by righteous- 
ness. 

Some yeats ago we were in difficult 
circumstances. Father had been ill, and 
it was hard to make ends meet. One 
day a letter came postmarked from a 
place where we knew no one. Inside 
was a five dollar bill wrapped in a blank 
piece of paper. Mother took it back to 
the post office, thinking it must be meant 
for someone else. However, the post- 
master would nbt take it back as both 
the name and address “were correct. 
Then we knew it was from the Lord, 
though we could not imagine whom He 
had used to send it. A couple of weeks 
later a letter came from the same place. 
It was from a man who had formerly 
been a merchant in our town. He wrote 
that he had once cheated us to the 
amount of five dollars, but that now he 
wanted Christ to control his life, so he 
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had to return it. He said, “I sent the 
money back, but was not quite happy 
about it, so now I am writing to confess 
it and to ask your forgiveness.” God’s 
Word was bearing the fruit of righteous. 
ness in his life. 


Peace 


Righteousness is the foundation of 
peace. We have peace with God be- 
cause our sins are forgiven and we have 
been covered with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness. We are at peace with 
men when we deal righteously with 
them. 


A Christian man sold his farm. The 
man to whom he sold it was unable to 
keep up the payments, so, after several 
months, he decided to give it up. To 
his amazement and delight the Christian 
man returned to him all the money he 
had given for a down payment after de- 
ducting a reasonable amount for rent, 
The man was so grateful that he told 
everyone the owner was a Christian if 
ever there, was one. A businessman in 
the town told the owner he admired him 
very much, and thought it was wonder- 
ful that he dealt in this way when there 
is no law in the land to the effect that 
a down payment need be returned to 
the buyer. The Christian man replied, 
“I could not have done otherwise. I 
need not have returned the money as 
far as the law is concerned, but it was 
the only righteous thing to do. If I had 
kept that man’s money I would have 
had no peace in my heart.” 


Joy in the Holy Ghost 


A Christian girl realized that her life 
was not counting very much for Christ. 
She wanted to yield all to the Lord, but 
she was afraid she would have to give 
up all her worldly friends and pleasures. 
Finally the love of Christ conquered, and 
she said, “King of my life I crown Thee 
now.” She was filled with such joy that 
her face fairly beamed all the time, 
Someone asked her if she did not find 
it hard to let Christ have complete con- 
trol. Her instant reply was, “Hard! I 
have never been so happy in all my life.” 
Less than two weeks later her chum 
was saved. She said, “When I saw how 
happy Betty was, I knew there must 
be something in it.” These two girls 
went to Bible school together to train 
for future servicé. Instead of losing her 
chum’s friendship, Betty gained it for 
all eternity, for she led the other girl 
to Christ. 


Have you made the Lord Jesus Christ 
“king” of your life? If you have not, 
you do not know how much you are 
missing. Do it today. 

I want to see Thee triumphing 

The wide world o’er: 
The bounds of Thy dominion 
Extending more and more. 
Till all men bow before Thee 
And all Thy glory see, 
But now, Lord, while I wait Thy triumph, 
Triumph Thou in me. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Work Jesus Came To Do 
(Luke 4:16-22a) 


T CHRISTMAS time we rejoiced in 

the .birth of the baby Jesus. This 
week we think of the end of that life. 
Thirty years of ordinary work and liv- 
ing in a village home, three years of 
‘eaching and preaching in public, one 
day of suffering and dying on a cross. 
(Pictures might be used to visualize the 
different periods mentioned.) Why 
should the Son of God come to earth to 
live and die that way? That is too big 
a question for us to answer—except 
to say, “Because He loved us so.” 

However, at the beginning of His 
teaching, the Lord told His own towns- 
people what He was going to do. (We 
can also see some of the things He had 
been doing during those thirty stay-at- 
home years. He had gone to the syna- 
gogue every Sabbath. He had learned 
to read. He knew His Bible so well He 
could turn to just the part He wanted. 
I am going to ask Errol to turn to a 
part of his Bible and read this story for 
us (Luke 4:16-22a). Could you see in 
your mind the picture of church in 
Nazareth that morning? Wouldn’t you 
like to have been there and heard the 
Lord Jesus read the Bible about Him- 
self and then preach the sermon about 
it? I would! There is no phonograph 
recording of that Scripture reading and 
sermon. So let us listen to it another 
way. 

As we put on the blackboard the six 
things the Scripture listed of the work 
the Lord was to do, someone will tell 
how it- came true during those. three 
years He had left. (There are enough 
illustrations from which to choose to 
‘allow each pupil in an ordinary sized 
class to give an incident — or the teacher 
may limit illustrations to one for each 
item, Either way, these should be as- 
signed to the réspective pupils before 
class time.) 

1, “Preach the gospel to the poor”: 
woman of Samaria (John 4: 5-14); “Come 
unto me” (Matt, 11:28-30). 

2. “Heal the brokenhearted”: widow 
of Nain (Luke 7:11-15); Mary and Mar- 
tha (John 11:17-44); sinning woman 
(Luke 7:36-48); dying thief (Luke 23: 
39-43). 

3. “Preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives”: woman with spirit of infirmity 
(Luke 13: 10-17); man with palsy (Mark 
\2: 1-12). 

4. “Recovering of sight to the blind”: 
man born blind (John 9:1-15); Barti- 
meeus (Mark 10: 46-52). 

5. “Set at liberty them that are 
bruised”: boy with dumb spirit (Mark 
9:17-27); Gadarene with the “legion” 
(Mark 5:1-20); ten lepers (Luke 17:12- 
19). 

6. “Preach the acceptable year of the 
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Lord”: Zaccheus (Luke 19:1-10); little 
children (Mark 10: 13-16); “as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings” (Luke 
13: 23-29, 34, 35). 

For three years the Lord gave His 
time to préaching and ‘healing bodies. 
But He came to do more than heal bodies 
and make this earthly life last longer. 
He came to heal souls — to set them free 
from Satan and death. He came to give 
everlasting life which would never die. 
To do this He had to die Himself. 

It is still the “acceptable year of the 
Lord” for us to hear and believe and 
be saved. “Blessed, are they that hear 
the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 
11:28, Memory Verse). Some time the 
door will be shut, and then even to those 
who say, “Lord, Lord, open unto us,” the 
answer will be: I do not know you. Depart 
(Luke 13:24-27). The people in Naz- 
areth would not have Him. They in- 
tended — that very day He preached in 
their synagogue —to push Him over the 
edge of the cliff outside of town. They 
did not want to keep His word — or Him, 
Later, in Jerusalem, the rulers there 
would not have Him either. They tor- 
tured Him and nailed Him to a cross. 
What will you do with Him? 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers | 


By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Work Jesus Came To Do 
(Luke 4:16-22a) - 


Te your picture should be, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Use any 
one you wish., Personally I like Sall- 
man’s best. 

Our lesson today takes place in’ the 
synagogue at Nazareth. Jesus is back 
in His home town where He grew up, 
but He is not honored. He was asked 
to read the Scripture lesson, which was 
a courtesy given to visiting Jews. But 
He stopped before He finished the read- 
ing and began to speak to them, telling 
them He was the one of whom Isaiah 
wrote, that He was the one God had 
anointed to preach the Gospel to the 
poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to captives, recov- 
ering of sight to the blind, and freedom 
to those,who are abused. They listened 
to Him, and wondered, and then began 
to say, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph, the 
carpenter?” and they would have killed 
Him, but He escaped out of their hands. 

Truly the Lord Jesus Christ does all 
these things. There would be no Gos- 
pel if Christ had not died. He is the 
only one who can heal the broken- 
hearted. He.is the only one who can 
deliver those whom Satan has bound in 
sin. Only through Christ can sight be 
given to eyes that have no sight, and 
He only can give freedom, for it is the 
Word of God that gives freedom. 

Maybe you cannot understand some 
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.of this, but you can understand that the 


thing the Lord Jesus came to do on earth 
was to die for sinners. When He left 
the glories of Heaven and came to be 
born, a babe in the manger of Bethlehem, 
He knew He was coming to die on the 
cross. All the days He walked up and 
down through Judea and Galilee and Sa- 
maria, tired and dusty, poor and. de- 
spised, healing and teaching, He knew 
He would die on the cross on Calvary’s 
hill. When He rode into Jerusalem on 
an ass, and the multitudes spread their 
garments in His way, and shouted, 
“Hosanna,” He knew they would soon 
shout, “Crucify him!’ Every step of 
His life was on the way to the cross, 
for that was the work He came to do. 

His life was perfect, beautiful every 
day, without flaw or sin, but if He had 
not died on the cross for the sin of the 
world, His life would not have saved 
any of us. So do not let anybody tell 
you He was only a perfect man, a great 
teacher. He is the Son of God, God the 
Son, and His great work was not His 
teaching or His healing, perfect though 
they were, but His perfect sacrifice for 
sin, which God accepted, so we can go 
free. 

There were two brothers, one who was 
obedient and willing to do as he was 
told. The other was willful and unruly. 
He was often whipped. The other 
brother was so sorry for him that he 
begged to be allowed to take the whip- 
ping for him, one day when he. had 
been very bad. The father consented, 
and whipped the good boy. This so 
broke the heart of the bad boy, that he 
never again had to be whipped. When 
he was tempted to be bad, he would 
think of how that whip sounded as it 
came down on his brother’s back, 

That is what Jesus Christ did for us, 
He took the punishment that each of us 
deserved, that we might go free. When 
we are tempted to do wrong, think how 
much it cost the Lord Jesus to redeem 
us— His. life. And how much it cost 
God, “for God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son” —God 
gave His Son to save us. Many mothers 
and fathers gave their sons to fight for 
our country, and we know how they 
suffered. God gave His Son for us. How 
we should love Him! And how can 
anyone refuse to accept His Son’s sac- 
rifice, and take Him for their Saviour? 
I’m praying that not one of the children 
in these Primary classes may refuse the 
Lord Jesus Christ when He knocks at 
their heart’s door. 

Friton, CAuiF. 

mw 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 











Lesson for March 21 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is d for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Will He Give Less?—Thy will be done 


(Matt. 6:10, Golden Text). A lady who 
had an only child said to Mrs, Pearsall 
Smith, “I do not dare to pray, ‘Thy will 
be done/ becagise I am afraid God will 
take my little boy away, or will send 
me some heavy trial.” To which Mrs. 
Smith replied, “Suppose your child 
should come to you and gay, ‘I want 
to be and do just what you desire to- 
day,’ would you say to yourself, ‘Now 
is my opportunity to make this child do 
all the disagreeable duties I want done; 
I will take advantage of his willingness 
to please me by cutting off his pleasures 
today, and will keep him at hard dis- 
cipline’?” ‘No, no,” said the mother, “I 
would give him the best day I could 
possibly plan.” “And can you think that 
God is less just and loving than you?” 
—From the Quiver. Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Possible — but Not Practical—As his 
custom was, he went into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day (Luke 4:16). “Do 
you think a man could get to Heaven 
without joining the church?” asked three 
good men of a preacher. “I think he 
could.” They laughed, patted him on 
the back, and called him broad-minded, 
“Let me ask you a question, and I want 
you to answer me just as quickly as I 
answered you,” said the preacher, “Why 
do you want to go to Heaven that way?” 
They were speechless. “Why don’t you 
ask me another question?” suggested the 
preacher. “Why don’t you ask me if a 
man could get to England without going 
on a boat?” “Well,” they said, “we will 
ask you that. Now what is the answer?” 
“IT see no reason why a man could not 
get to England without going on a ship, 
provided he was a good swimmer, tied 
some food between his shoulders to eat 
on the way, had strength to buffet all 
the waves —if a shark did not get him, 
And suppose you did get to England 
without a ship, do you think you would 
get there much ahead of the man who 
goes by ship?”—From the Watchman- 
Examiner. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Laconia, N. H. 


How Are You Using the Language You 
Know?—He hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel (Luke 4:18). When “Rabbi” 
Duncan, the great Presbyterian profes- 
sor of Hebrew, was dying in Edinburgh, 
someone told him there was a man in 
the infirmary whose language no one 
could speak. “I will learn it! I will 
learn it!” said the dying scholar, “that 
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I may tell him about the Saviour.” Have 
we ever felt a passion like that —a pas- 
sionate longing to tell every sinner we 
meet about the Saviour?—From Dr, J. 
D. Jones. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Christ Sufficient—He hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted (Luke 4:18). 
Commissioner Booth-Tucker preached in 
Chicago one day, and out from the 
throng a burdened toiler came and said 
to him before all, “Booth-Tucker, you 
can talk like that, about how dear Christ 
is to you and how He helps you; but if 
your wife was dead, as mine is, and you 
had some babies crying for their mother 
who would never come back, you could 
not say what you are saying.” A little 
later Booth-Tucker lost his beautiful 
and nobly gifted wife in a railway 
wreck, and the body was brought to Chi- 
cago for the funeral service. Booth- 
Tucker rose, after others had conducted 
the service, and looked down into the 
face of the wife and mother, and said: 
“The other day a man said I could not 
say that Christ was sufficient if my wife 
were dead and my children were crying 
for their mother. If that man is here, 
I tell him that Christ is sufficient. My 
heart is crushed and broken, but there 
is a song in my heart, and Christ put 
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GERMANY—A Valley of Hunger, Misery, and Despair 


The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


The daughter of a missionary says: 


HEART-RENDING PLEAS OF JEWISH. CHRISTIANS 


“Out of this valley of hunger, misery, and cold, I write 
to thank you for your splendid gift. I opened your food 
parcel at the bedside of my ill wife and son. A smile 
came over her face when she saw the different things 
which we have not eaten or even seen for years. Ou 
life here is full of sorrow and misery as we have no coa 
and very little to eat. Our possessions were robbed or 
burned while I was in the Concentration Camp, and now 
my wife and son suffer from a hunger illness.” This: 
is an excerpt from a letter from a Hebrew Christian in 
Koelin, Germany. Another, from Hessen, writes: 


“My husband is still a prisoner of war. My little 
daughter is undernourished, and I cannot give her enough 
to eat. We have no fat, potatoes, or flour. We were 
robbed of everything during the war. We need clothing 
and shoes, but chiefly food.” 

“My father was a Jewish missionary and 


perished in the Concentration Camp. We were able to hide at that time and escaped 
death. We now turn to you for help. We need food and clothing for Mother and 
my little children. You cannot imagine the hunger and misery we suffer in Ger- 


many.” 


Similar heart-rending pleas come to us from surviving Hebrew Christians in 
all parts of Europe. Never have we had such opportunities to feed the starving, 
clothe the naked, console the despairing in the name of Christ. We earnestly 
plead for your prayers and help on behalf of suffering Israel. 


$ 5.00 will pay for a nutritious food packet. 
10.00 will pay for a CARE food package. 
10.00 per month will support a child whose parents were exterminatea. 
A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 


Please address inquiries and gifts to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


Fark Greece ‘igs: 
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ou sow the seed... 


When you place money in a Moody annuity, you sow the seeds 
of security and freedom from financial worry. Then in good times and 
bad, you can look forward with confidence to a generous return. 
Without further attention to burdensome details, your annuity checks 


will arrive regularly and on time. 


But your greatest joy will come from looking beyond the financial 
return...beyond dollars and cents and material comforts...to lands 
and peoples still without Christ. You will be helping to sow the 
precious seed of the gospel as your annuity dollars train young men 
and women for Christian service. Security for yourself; a share in 
sending the Word of Life to others—this is the double satisfaction that 


your Moody annuity will bring. 


The full story of Moody annuities is told in the interesting booklet 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. Mail the coupon for your free copy today. 


- 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


CIAL PLAN, 
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it there; Christ speaks comfort to me 
today. That man was there, and came 
and fell down beside the casket, and 
said, “If Christ can help us like that I 
will surrender to Him,” and he was 
saved.—From ‘the Christian. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Seed That Bought a Bell—And the 
seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how (Mark 4: 27). In the 
church tower of a town on the Continent, 
there hangs a well, and on this bell is 
the image of a six-eared stalk of wheat 
with the date, October 15, 1729, engraved 
upon it. A bell was wanted, but the 
village was poor, and thefe was not the 
needed money. One Sunday, the school- 
master noticed growing out of the church 
wall a green stalk of wheat, the seed 
of which mast: have been dropped by a 
passing bird. The idea struck him that 
this stalk of wheat could be made to 
produce the bell. He waited till the 
wheat was ripe and then plucked the 
six ears on it, and sowed them in his 
garden. The next year he gathered the 
little crop and sowed it again till he 
had not enough room in his garden for 
the crop, so he divided it among the 
farmers, who sowed the ears until the 
eighth year the crop was so large that 
when it was sold there was money 
enough to buy a beautiful bell with its 
story and birthday engraved upon it, 
and a cast of the stalk to which it owed 
its existence.—From the Expositor. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Where To Begin—The kingdom of 
God is within you (Luke 17:21). Gypsy 
Smith was once asked ,how to start a 
revival, He answered: “Go home, lock 
yourself in your room, kneel down in 
the middle of the floor. Draw a chalk 
mark all around yourself and ask God 
to start the revival inside that chalk 
mark. When- He has answered your 
prayer, the revival will be on.”—From 
Sunday. Sent by Laura S. Emerson, 
Marion, Ind. 


Peace in the Face of Death.—The 
kingdom of God is . . . righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost 
(Rom. 14:17). The Bible of a man await- 
ing death in + French prison had been 
given him by a Salvation Army officer. 
The prisoner wrote from his cell to his 
new-found friend: “Today I think I 
have found some consolation in the Sav- 
iour. I am reading the Bible. I have 
only one regret, and that is that I did 
not know earlier that Jesus died in my 
place, for I have so left Him out of my 
life. One of my comrades has been shot, 
and as he died he cried, ‘Vive Jésus.’ I 
have read such lovely things in the Bible, 
for instance, ‘Call upon me in the day 
of trouble: I will deliver thee,’ and, 
‘Trust thou in God.’” In his last letter 
he wrote: “Yes, I believe our Saviour 
has saved me. I fear death less than I 
did, for Jesus has gaid, ‘Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand,.’” 
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The man went to his death with God’s 
peace in his heart.—From “The Answer 
Is There,” British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety’s 1947 Report. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 212) 

1. He is the exemplar of His people, and 
although the Jewish economy has. yielded 
place to the church, the requirement for 
gathering together remains. (See Heb. 10:25.) 

2. None. As a member of the synagogue 
He could be invited to take part in the 
service. 

3. Probably becausé the last portion for 
the day was in the prophecies of Isaiah. 

4. He inserted a clause from another pas- 
sage (Isa. 58:6), and stopped in the middle 
of a sentence. 

5. The next clause, 
of our God,” was not, 
theme. (See John 3:17.) 

6. It sums up the truth that the revelation 
of God is fulfilled in Christ, and that is the 
text of all true preaching. 

7. That it is a living organism, bound to 
come to fulfillment because of the secret 
power of God. 

8. We may give the witness, but we can 
neither produce nor develop the new life in 
a soul. That is the work of God. 

9. See Matthew 13:39-43. 

10. The Kingdom of God is not a political 
revolution, but a spiritual regeneration. It 
was then being offered but was rejected 
by Isaiah's political and religious leaders. 


we 


The Need for Holiness 


(Continued from second page) 


“The day of vengeance 
at that time, His 


can be found in the armory in Ephesians 
6, and they are all kept in place and 
made useful by “all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit, and watching there- 
unto with all perseverance and suppli- 
cation for all saints.” 

There are “little foxes” today that are 
sapping the life of the Church. Some 
of these are: too great friendship with 
and likeness to the world, neglect of 
daily personal Bible study and prayer, 
bitterness and strife between Christians, 
the withholding of gifts that belong to 
God, serving Him primarily for money 
or fame, neglecting the services of one’s 
own church and particularly the prayer 
meeting, and the wasting of valuable 
time. 

One of the serious hindrances to spir- 
itual power in the Church and to revival 
today is the unwillingness of Christian 
people to accept, calmly and humbly, 
suggestion, correction, or rebuke from 
those in authority over them or .even 
from their own Christian brethren. 
Church discipline seems to be a lost art, 
and ministers have the greatest difficulty 
in calling any of their members to ac- 
count for fear of splitting their churches, 
Long and tiresome conferences are held, 
sometimes stretching far into the night, 
sharp letters are written, there are whis. 
pered conferences in corners, and finally 
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the whole sad affair may end in the oust- 
ing of the minister or the withdrawal 
of a faction. But the whole problem 
might have been solved if the minister 
and official board had taken up the mat- 
ter, decently and in order, and if one 
or two individuals had been willing to 
say, “I confess that I was wrong, and 
I am sorry for the harm I have done.” 
We cannot expect revival. until there is 
more of this spirit among Christians, 
The idea of submitting ourselves one 
to another, as Christians, is thoroughly 
Scriptural. “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves: 
for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account, that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief: for that 
is unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17). 
“Submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God” (Eph. 5:21). “Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13). “Like- 
wise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto 
the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with humil- 
ity: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). 


” 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 21 
3. Spiritual Triumph Through Crisis 
(Rom. 8:18-39) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T IS not at all uncommon for young 
Christians, and sometimes older ones 
as well, to get the mistaken idea that 
because they are endeavoring, as best 
they know, to do what God would have 
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them do, they should be exempt from 
suffering, or disappointments, or diffi- 
culties. That some Christians are sin- 
cerely troubled by this idea is evident 
by what they sometimes say when diffi- 
culties overtake them. . Doubtless you 
have heard someone say at such a time, 
“I don’t see why God let this happen to 
me, when So-and-so, who makes no ef- 
fort to do right, goes through life with- 
out trials and troubles.” 
ye 

However, God’s Word has sought to 
guard us against any such mistaken 
notion. It brings us the word of the 
Lord Jesus, who said, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). And in the Scripture portion 
chosen for our lesson this week, we are 
reminded that the very fact. that we be- 
long to the Lord Jesus will almost in- 
evitably result in suffering and difficulty. 
Young Christians and more experienced 
ones need constantly to remember that 
the perfect and sinless life of the Lord 
Jesus Himself did not exempt Him from 
suffering and misunderstanding and 
trials. How can we, His disciples and 
followers, therefore, expect to avoid all 
difficulty? We shall never be called upon 
to face some of the things He had to 
endure, but we are warned that the very 
fact that we are His and seeking to walk 
in His way means that we must also 
suffer with Him. 

bf 


Our Scripture portion, however, also 
brings us comfort and assurance for 
times and trial and trouble. It reminds 
us, first, that because we belong to Christ 
we are “joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 
8:17). As joint-heirs with Him, we are 
called upon in this life to share a meas- 
ure of His sufferings-and shame. But 
we shall also share abundantly in His 
glory and triumph. 
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Greatest Christian Novel of the year 


THE SOIL RUNS RED 


By Matthew S. Evans 


Entirely different ... Story of man’s treatment of 
man... of the convict-lease system that settled 
down upon a country just emerging from con- 
flict and disaster. Factual ..... how Christian 
faith came to beaten and cowered men in stock- 
ade and bunkhouse and to a Georgia “Cracker” 
family through a lovable back-country girl. 
You'll stay with THE SOIL RUNS RED 
through 300 excitement-packed pages. $2,50 
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Furthermore, it is pointed out that 
there is no comparison between the suf- 
fering through which we must pass and 


. the glory that some day will be ours. 


So far beyond anything we can. suffer 
in this life is the glory and privilege 
and blessing of life to come with Christ 
that our sufferings can only be spoken 
of as “light affliction, which is but for 
a moment.” Paul, you will remember, 
so spoke of his suffering in 2 Corinthians 
4:17, and few of us ever bear what he 
bore for Christ’s sake. 

1’ 

Our Scripture lesson continues by 
showing us that overwhelming and 
unique though they may seem at the 
time we are passing through trials, the 
whole creation, of which we as individ- 
uals are but a very small part, is groan- 
ing and travailing in pain (v. 22). Man’s 
sin and disobedience and _ willfulness 
have brought this upon all creation. As 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
have a recourse, however, which those 
who do not know Him do not have. 

First of all, we have a sure hope (v. 
24) —not a mere wish or desire, but a 
confident expectation that should result 
in patience and joy in the midst of dif- 
ficulty and trouble and trial, while we 
wait for that sure hope to be realized 
and fulfilled in the return of the Lord 
Jesus and in the redemption of His cre- 
ation. 

Then we have an all-powerful and 
all-wise ally (v. 26). He is the Holy 
Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, 
who dwells within each believer. He 
knows the mind of God, and what is 
His perfect will. He prays with us, and 
for us, so that we may be given strength 
to bear whatever God permits to come 
into our lives. This should remind us 
of that other intercessor at the right 
hand of the Father, the Lord Jesus, the 
second person of the Trinity, who ever 
lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 
7:25). 

ve 


What is more, the believer may have 
a sure knowledge (v. 28) that will sus- 
tain and comfort Him no matter what 
will, be the trial or suffering through 
which he is passing. It is the knowl- 
edge from the Word that “all things,” 
even. the trials and sufferings and dis- 
appointments, are part of God’s direct 
or permissive will. They “work,” not 
merely happen, or drift upon us, but 
definitely and surely are made to exert 
themselves toward God’s one great pur- 
pose, 

They work “together,” not at odds, or 
offsetting one another, but harmonizing. 

The purpose toward which they work 
is “for good,” not evil, as it may often 
seem to us in the midst of trouble. 

This working together for good of all 
circumstances that touch us is true only 
of those who “love God,” and who are 


, His_chosen ones through faith in His 


Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. If we have 
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truly accepted Christ as our Saviour, 
and have thus become members of the 
family of God, we may rest back upon 
Romans 8:28 no matter what may come 
into our lives or how impossible it may 
seem at the time. 

Finally, our Scripture portion points 
out a truth that runs all through Scrip- 
ture that God is unalterably on the side 
of right and good. If we belong to Him, 
through faith in His Son, He is for us 
(v. 31), and anything that may come to 
us through trials or circumstances is as 
nothing. He gave His own Son for us, 
and with Him He has freely given us all 
things. Nothing can separate us from His 
love and care. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


‘ 
Children at Home 


|. Kristie Has a Project 
* By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


(74 OMMIE ! Oh, Mommie! Our class 
is going to do a projec’!” Kris- 
tie tossed her yellow braids back over 
her shoulder then stood still as a.statue, 
a statue with a very sober face. 
“Why, that’s nice,” said Mother ab- 
sent-mindedly, as she separated four- 
year-old Ginny from _ two-year-old 
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Sammy, both of whom wanted the same 
ball at the same time. 

“Yes—I mean, No, it isn’t nice be- 
cause I haven’t any.” 

“I don’t understand,” and Mother gave 
her little girl a puzzled look. 

“Why, Miss Hollis says,” explained 
Kristie, “that our class is to bring money 
and clothes and things to send to some 
Jewish children over the sea. And we 
don’t have any money ‘cause Daddy’s 
sick.” 

“Yes, that’s true,” agreed Mother sadly, 

“And my clothes all go to Ginny and 
Sammy.” 

“That’s true, too. But how nice it is,” 
added Mother, “to have a big girl who 
can hand down clothes to little brother 
and sister.” 

Kristie managed a, wee smile at that. 
Mother was always saying such’ nice 
things. 

“And now, dear,” Mother went on, 
“let's not worry one bit about your 
project. Jesus will help you out some 
way — maybe you can earn a few pen- 
nies.” 

Kristie stared out of the window and 
wondered what she could do to earn 
money. Once she had watched Mrs. 
Allen’s baby a little while and earned 
ten cents. Mrs. Allen lived across the 
stréet, or did—now she had moved 






* (17) 221 


Position Wanted by Experienced 


Maintenance Man Esvsown hand tools 


sary maintenance work on b park grou 

also oudument,. Good mixer and can work with ~~ 

lic, capable of directing eonennen, Same position 
, esta! 


er, can furnish 


Sunday School Times, 28 N. 13th S. ‘a Reguie 5, 











Nee ee eee: Set $3.60 
Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 
"get the Gospel OUT 


Is the **Ead Time’ 
? Gs t & 


Wilts today for bay for BIG Semple 


burden 
SP ies cher supplies for 5 


Fatt, Pravers TRactLeacue, “dBi Wide, idl 
Special TABERNACLE HART Special 


“THE TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS” 
Fifty charts 22’’x8" and one 3% x he ft. All for $10.75. 
Immediate sample chart. 








delivery, pp. Send l5c for one 
soanin Gaslin dimen 
16120 BEAVERLAND DETROIT 19, MICHIGAN 








Seals 15 cents per package of 100. 








At Your Supply Store - 


Cards 2 1-2 cents each, 50 ceht per desen. 


How They Work 


Select one of the 16 designs 
(1 is shown) for use by the en- 
tire class. Provide each mem- 
ber with e@ card on which he 
pastes 2 small, gummed seal 
each time‘he is present. Cards 
may be used for 13 Sundays. 


The Designe 
No. Card No. Seal No. Card N Seal = 
71 Airplanes 71 Airplanes 79 The First Easter 79 Lilies = 
72 Baby Chickens 72 Baby Chickens 80 80 Sheep = 
73 Bunny Rabbits 73 Bunny Rabbits 81 Kittens 81 Kittens = 
74 Butterflies 74 Butterflies 82 Little Bo-Peep 82 Sheep — 
Blessing 75-B Boys 83 Noah’s Ark 83 Animals = 
Little Children 15-G Girls 84 Shetland Ponies 84 Ponies = 
Tree 76 Candles 85 Squirrels 85 Squirrels — 
71 Collie Dogs 77 Puppies 86 Turkeys 86 Turkeys = 
78 Easter Morning 78 Easter Lilies = 


Increase Interest in Your Classes 


Attendance Cards and Seals 


These colorful cards, size 8 x 10 1-2 inches, present 2 variety 
| Of subjects,{painted ‘by famous artists for this plan. Their pur- 
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space for entry of 48 names. Jasak’” 








No. 730. Across 
oo top a7 this roll is 
a four-color repro- 
duction of the famous 
inting “The Good 
epherd”’ by Ral 
Pallen Coleman. 
der the illustration is 
entry space for 49 
names. 25¢ each. 


A Roll of Honor 
No. 731. This roll 
is a companion piece 
to the two 

above. It isto be - 


used A giving 


to members 
cellence in Bible 


study work, 

aatinama malate 

— objectives. 
5c each. 
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-——Christian Greeting 


For Sale or for Personal Use 


messages of cheer to the sick 
irthday, EASTER, etc., many 
ed assortments and in bulk. 


Comforting, encouragi: 
and sorrowi! a: -in, 
with BIBLE 

Write for a Pe. iy list. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 








264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 














MONTHLY 


48 pages of Hard-Hitting Bible Truth 


“The most Sor | the mon in facts about the times, 
e, teaching, ee OO illumination. the 
12 monthly 


interest of family, teachers, preachers. 

features and departments. 

Subscribe today. In U.S.A. $1.20a year 

(10c copy). Foreign $1.35. Sample free. 

Your fellowship in working, praying, giving is invited. 
free to mission- 


Gospel and teac 
aries, personal wo and prisons, as God" 's people 


provide. 


wae today for-details of this Faith and Non-profit 


work. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
ox BB Eagle Rock Station Los Angeles 41, Calif, 





When answering advertisements please 
say you'saw it in the Tres. 


BIBLE QUESTIONS 


ANSWERED 
By Wm. L. Pettingill, D.D. 


This much enlarged edition 
of 559 pages is a “best 
geller’’ offering a vast 
array of questions and 
answers on subjects cover- 
ing every book in the 
Bible, Dr. Pettingill’s edu- 
cational preeminence, his 
keen mind and deep spirit- 
val understanding, coupled 
with his wide knowledge of 
the Word of God, makes 
this an invaluable book, 








.00 
Cloth Bound 
Other Popular Petting!!! Books ‘ 
Lov His Appearing ... «5... seeeeeeeces 1.80 
The Geenat ot God (on De ceseesevece 1.80 
By Grace, Through Fa’ Plus Nothing 
(om Galatians) ...ce eee vereeesecees 1.28 
Christ In the — Serrerer, se Trre rere 1.50 
The Family of God . ... .. 1. ws caeeeseees 1. 

"s Prophecies for Plain People .......--- 1. 
History Foretold (on dD. ateseces erece ise 
Tho Gospel of the Kingdom (on Matthew)... 
The Unveiling of Jesus Christ (on Rev.)....- a ioe 


Order Now From Your Religious Bookstore 


Tan Kampon Frese. 


542 $. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, Illinois 
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away. The house had been empty for 
quite a while, 

“Mommie!” cried Kristie suddenly, 
“Somebody’s moving into the Allen 
house |!” 

“Why, I didn’t know it, but, yes, it 
does seem as if somebody is.” Mother 
came and stood beside her .at the win- 
dow.” 

“Maybe — oh, Mommie, do you s’pose 
they have a baby I could watch?” 

“Well, they might,” said Mother. “Look 
carefully and see if the men carry in 
a baby bed or carriage.” 

But Kristie saw no sign of baby furni- 
ture. 

“Anyhow, I'm going over to see that 
house, just like I used to.” Kristie was 
thinking out loud. But Mother had gone 
into the kitchen and did not hear her. 

The next day Kristie got out her beau- 
tiful stilts. They were made of bamboo 
and had three steps on them — one down 
low, the second, quite high, and third 
one very high. Kristie’s uncle, who was 
a missionary, had brought them to her 
from Japan, 

And how Kristié loved to walk on 
those stilts! At first she had to use the 
low steps; but now she was up so high 
that she could look in windows that were 
a good way from the ground. 

For a little while Kristie stomped back 
and forth along the sidewalk, then ¢he 
crossed the road. The Allen house had 
curtains at the window, so no one could 
see inside. 

All at once from somewhere in that 
house came the sound of music. It was 
so very sweet that Kristie found her 
stilts carrying her up the two steps, into 
the yard and right around the narrow 
walk at the side. 

At the second’ window Kristie stop- 
ped, for here the curtains were parted 
just a little. She stepped over the posy 
bed and looked inside. 

What she saw made her stand very 
still.with eyes almost popping out of 
her head. For what used to be the Allen 
dining room was now bare and empty. 
But in the middle of the floor stood a 
little girl with eyes and hair as black 
as night. She was playing a violin, and 
so intently that she did not see Kristie 
at all. 

At last the player looked up and saw 
a rosy face peering in between two cur- 
tains. She laid her violin and bow care- 
fully on the floor and ran to the window. 
When she saw the stilts and the smiling 
Kristie standing on the lowest step, she 
laughed and.clapped her hands. Then 
turning, she ran out of the door, 

“Hello,” said Kristie sweetly, “will you 
come and play with me? You can walk 
on my stilts.” And to show that she 
really meant it. Kristie stepped down 
and held them out to the little stranger. 

The child took them shyly and tried 
to stand on the lowest step. But she 
was not used to it and fell. 

“Oh, dear, did you hurt your knee?” 
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asked Kristie with sympathy in her 
voice, as she rushed forward to help her 
new friend get up. 

But the other only laughed, and tried 
again. After a while she succeeded in 
taking a few steps, and her delight was 
something to see. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Programs for This Year's 
Easter Service 


ASTER comes early this year— 

March 28. Will you be ready, in 
your Sunday school, with a suitable and 
interesting program? 

Sunday School Times readers have 
learned to count upon the fine special 
days programs prepared for a number 
of years by Mary Brainerd Smith. The 
program for Easter 1948: is now ready 
for mailing. It is in leaflet form, con- 
venient for use by the entire school. 
“Easter Questionings” is the title, and 
it contains responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, special hymns to be sung to 
familiar tunes, verse recitations for the 
several departments of the school, and 
the like, 

The cost is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 
a hundred. Just address The Sunday 
School Times Company, .325. North. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
1948 Easter service. Please be sure to 
give your mailing address and state 
the number of copies you desire, 


Three Word of Life Rallies 


N THE first Saturday in April, April 

3, the Word of Life Hour will be 
broadcast from Philadelphia’s Conven- 
tion Hall, which seats some 15,000 per- 
sons. This rally is under the auspices 
of the Philadelphia Christian Business 
Men’s Committee and co-operating 
churches and organizations. On the 
afternoon of April 3, a mass meeting is 
planned in New York City at the Penz- 
sylvania Station, at 3 o’clock, where a 
band of Christian musicians: will play. 
Here there will be a hymn-sing and tes- 
timony meeting. Then a chartered train 
will take 2,000 young people from New 
York to Philadelphia, another delega- 
tion joining the party at Trenton. Upon 
arrival at Philadelphia’s Pennsylvania 
Station, 5,000 more young people will 
join the group for another great hymn- 
sing and testimony meeting in that sta- 
tion. Then the combined groups will 
parade, 7,000 strong, to the Convention 
Hall, 


On Saturday night, aes 8, a similar. 
rally is planned in the Boston Garden, 
Boston, Mass., which also seats approxi- 
mately 15,000. Evangelical youth groups, 
Bible schools, colleges, and other Chris- 
tain organizations are co-operating for 
this all New England Word of Life Radio 
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Rally. A large parade is also being plan- 
ned in the afternoon prior to the rally 
from the Boston Common to the Boston 
Garden. 

During seven and a half years on the 
air, the Word of Life Hour has had four 
rallies in Madison Square Garden. There 
have been from four to ten thousand 
people turned away “from these rallies, 
with 20,000 inside. Therefore, in plan- 
ning the Eighth Anniversary Rally this 
year, the Yankee Stadium has been se- 
cured for Saturday, June 19. The Yankee 
Stadium seats about 75,000 people. Since 
50,000 of these seats are under cover the 
rally will be held, rain or shine. 

Prayer covenant cards, including de- 
tails of all three rallies, have been 
printed and will be sent to anyone re- 
questing them. Write to Word of Life 
Hour, P. O. Box 511, New York 8, 


A New Christian High School 
in Washington, D.C. 


N SEPTEMBER 22, 1947, another 
Christian high school, the first unit 
of the Potomac Association of Christian 
Schools in Washington, D. C., opened its 
doors. For the present, the school meets 
oh the premises of the Washington Bible 
Institute, but, due to the expanding pro- 
gram of the Institute, new and larger 
facilities will have to be secured in the 
fall of 1948. 

The Rev. Clyde W. Taylor, director of 
the Evangelical Foreign Mission Asso- 
ciation, is the president of the board of 
the Potomac Association. Miss Mabel E. 
Donaldson, of Washington, D. C., is the 
principal of the new higlhi school. 

The support of all believers is’ urged 
for the Christian school movement, 
which stands firmly upon the great doc- 
trines of historic Christianity held in 
common by all Evangelicals. The Po- 
tomac Association, which sponsors the 
new high school in Washington, is a 
democratic body whose ‘voting member- 
ship is composed of all who sign the 
statement of faith and contribute at least 
ten dollars yearly to the cause. This 
work is not underwritten by any one de- 
nomination or by a small group of in- 
dividuals, and is entirely a project of 
faith. The initial budget of $30,000 nec- 
essary for the operation of the school in 
Washington and the spreading of the 
movement to other near-by areas can 
only be realized if hundreds of others, 
who love the Lord and are willing to 
sacrifice, if need be, to provide a Chris- 
tian education for our boys and girls, 
rally to the cause. 

Your support may take the form of 
prayer for the work, or of joining the 
association, if there is no other Christian 
school association in your community! 
Tell others about the movement! You 
may indicate your interest by writing 
to the Potomac Association of Christian 
Schools, Inc., 1416 F St., Washington & 
D. C. 
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ONE BOOK 


for 


WORLD 


ONE AGREEMENT 













to end 
financial worries! 


By the simple act of subscribing to 
an American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement you do two great things: 
1. You provide your old age with a 
steady, generous, unfailing income. 
(Through good times and bad, for 
more than 100 years, American 
Bible Society Annuity checks 
have never failed to arrive 
on time.) This sure income, 
moreover, entitles you to cer- 


tain income tax exemptions. 2. You help in the increasingly important 


work of enlightening and unifying mankind through the world-wide 
distribution of the Bible. 


Send for the interesting booklet, ‘A Gift That Lives,” which 
tells how you can give and receive generously at the same time. 


AN Mail this Coupon Today Without Fail! 








RSA Tay American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave. N. Y. 22, N. Y. 
C] Please serid me, without obligation, your booklet $S-78! 

entitled “A Gift That Lives” J 

(] Please send Bible Reading List for Thanksgiving to | 

Christmas. | 

C1 I enclose G.............. for the world-wide distribution of the l 

. Scriptures, | 

! 

PONG. <i... sed MDNR <b sibbnechecdnerscighanisiaie Denomination winnie | 

I 

Address......... { 

| 

City...... State | 
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, Easel and Scenery Sets 


Step ahead, in your Visual 
Aid Program, wit). “ 3” 
better equipment. This su- 
be folding ‘‘Dou-fold” 

oard is 24 x 36 inches, one 
side for flannelgraph work, 
the other for blackboard. A 
specially constructed easel for 
flannelgraph work, blackboard, etc. Ten of the 
finest scenery sets to select from. Boards $4.50, 
easels $3.95. This complete portable unit in 
shipping carton $8.25. Scenery sets $3.50 each. 
Free literature available. 


Order from your religious snpply house 
MecBETH'S Religious Art Studio Elizabethtown, Pa 





- 
When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





WHERE PRAYER PREVAILS 
hese Gates ernst gan Pi 


sdied nohatien.” Acontied can fal cane 
trong faculty, devoted sedent body. Ask for catalog. 


Interesting Monthly sent Free for a year F 





to All Inquirers. 


ULTNOMA 


School of the. 


BIBLE 


632 N. E. Holleday 








Portland 14, Oregon 





A Pleasant Way te Make MONEY! 
The tide of religious awakening is F roptnar n a 
new demand for religious products. You perform a 
Christion service by offering the “Sunshine Line” 
America’s leading religious line. 
SPECIAL 
Al. 


, Ne. E22 Is @ Favorite 

Your friends and neighbors will be enthusiastic 
about these beeustiel ent cards with Easter messages. 
Profitable sales are quickly and easily made. Make 
extra profits selling scr:pture-text Everyday greetings, 
Egermeier’s Bible Story books, Sallman prints, mot- 
toes and plaques. Write today for generous offer. 


TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS, D « 


SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA ANDERSON, INDIANA 








QUARTETS 
for MEN 


QUART ETS FOR MEN 
i 7Se 

MODERN QUARTETS 
FOR MEN 

tr 1, 75¢ 


THE DEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
107. NINTH ST. © WINONA LAKE, IND. 
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140 Stories for the Children’s Hour. 
By Harry Albus. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Short stories, 
simple little incidents in the lives of 
boys and girls and sometimes men and 
women, have been collected from many 
sources. and brought together for the 
purpose of providing a daily devotional 
book for children. Each illustrates a 
text of Scripture. They originated or 
have been used by many great spiritual 
leaders, such as R. A. Torrey, Dr. Walter 
Wilson, D. M. Stearns, F. B. Meyer, H. 
A. Ironside, and others. They are brief 
and to the point, thought-provoking, 
illustrative, sometimes with a surprising 
touch of humor. They are suitable to 
be read or told to children at bedtime, 
and will plant many a thought of God 
and His goodness in the mind and heart. 
They will also be found useful as illus- 
trations in connection with Sunday 
school teaching or other messages. The 
purpose of the compiler that the book 
should bring honor to the Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ has been well accom- 
plished. 





On the Sermon on the Mount. By C. 
F. Hogg and J. B. Watson. (Pickering 
and Inglis, Ltd., Glasgow, C. 2, Scotland. 
May be had from Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York 10; $1.75.) This is one 
of the most stimulating and helpful books 
it has been the reviewer’s privilege to 
read jn recent months. The authors 
have dealt with a much misunderstood 
passage of Scripture in a way that will 
surely bring enlightenment and conse- 
quent blessing to many readers. Their 
explanation of the Scriptures is emi- 
nently clear; their application of Biblical 
truth is, above all else, practical. The 
book abounds with passages that demand 
quotations in a review such as this, but 
the limitation of space will allow only 
one or two. In dealing with Christ’s 
blessing upon the merciful, the authors 
include this warning: “Beware of the 
spurious mercy, which is merely senti- 
mental, but which has no practical ef- 
fect upon conduct, and bears no fruit 
in our relations with others. Beware 
of the luxury of an emotion, of the’ tear 
to the eye, the lump to the throat, over 
some story of the imagined woes of 
imagined people, the while the real woes 
of real people fail to move us to 
benevolent action. Herein are the 
truly merciful blessed, that with them 
God shows Himself merciful, both now, 
and ‘in that day’” (p. 30). Surely 
the meahing of Christ’s statement 
that He is the fulfillment of the Law 
could scarcely be given more clearly 
than in these words:. “Now our Lord 
declares Himself to be the Fulfiller of 
this Law. In what sense? First, in His 
teaching He fulfilled it by opening out 
its true meaning, expounding its spir- 
itual nature, and revealing the standard 
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of righteousness demanded by it. Sec- 
ond, in His life He fulfilled it by honor- 
ing it in all His ways, obeying it per- 
fectly, so that in thought, word, and 
deed His compliance with it was entirely 
without flaw. And third, in His death 
He fulfilled it by discharging our liabil- 
ities under it, atoning for our innumer- 
able infractions of it, so delivering us 
from its curse and condemnation” (p. 
38). After dealing with the Sermon on 
the Mount the authors close their book 
with an interesting chapter in which 
are shown the parallels between the 
teaching of the Sermon on the Mount 
and that which is found in the New 
Testament Epistles. 


The Confessions of St. Augustine. By 
David Otis Fuller. (Zondervan Pub, 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) 
The author has “condensed and edited” 
this portion of Augustine’s writings into 
a volume of 137 pages for the “Chris- 
tian Life Library” series. The objec- 
tive is well stated in a paragraph taken 
from the “Translators’ Prefaces, ” which 
reads as follows: 


“The Confessions of St. Augustine 
have ever been a favorable Christian 
study. St. Augustine states their object, 
Ep. ad Darium, Ep. 231: ‘Accept the 
books of my Confessions, which you 
wished for. There see me, and praise 
me not more than I deserve; there be- 
lieve, not others about me, but myself; 
there mark me, and see what I was in 
myself, by myself; and if aught in me 
please thee, there praise with me, whom, 
and not myself, I wished to be praised 
for me. For He “made us, and not we 
ourselves;” but we had destroyed our- 
selves; and who made, remade us. But 
when you have then learned what I am, 
pray for me, that I fall not away, but 
be perfected.’” 

The term “Confessions” is appropri- 
ate. The book could not be called his- 
torical, doctrinal, or biographical, though 
it has the eélements of all three. 
It is more the personal diary and tes- 
timony of a man and his experiences 
with God. The manner of expression 
and choice of language do not make for 
easy reading, but the book is illumina- 
tive, heart-searching, and inspiring. It 
will always be a Christian classic. 


Come Unto Me. By Hyman J. Appel- 
man. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) The subtitle is 
“Evangelistic Messages,” and they are 
such. There are ten of them, and they are 
clear, lucid, methodical, fervent, and ap- 
pealing. “This is a thirsty world, There is 
physical thirst, mental thirsty moral thirst, 
spiritual thirst. There is the thirst of 
the artist for beauty. There is the thirst 
of the scientist for knowledge. There 
is the thirst.of the toiler for ease. There 
is the thirst for wealth. There is the 
thirst for peace. There is the thirst for 
-pleasure. There is the/ burning, blight- 
ing, destroying thirst of gambling. There 
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is the thirst for freedom. There is the 
thirst for financial assurance. There is 
the thirst for safety here and hereafter.” 
These words are from the message, “The 
Fountain of Life,” and are quite charac- 
teristic of the author's style. 

Many of his outlines are very good, 
though simple. For instance, in the mes- 
sage “Saved by @ Look” (Isa. 45:22), his 
outline runs as follows: “The proclama- 
tion of guilt”; “The provision of grace”; 
and “The promise of glory.” Here is 
much valuable preaching and illustrative 
material that will be both inspiring and 
useful to an evangelistic ministry. 


Patty Lou, Girl Forester. By Basil Mil- 
ler. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) When the 
doctor finds that Patty Lou has jungle 
fever in her system, he orders her off 
to a summer in the high Sierras. Mean- 
while Rene, beloved foster mother-and- 
sister, sees that a government appoint- 
ment as girl forester is forthcoming. 
After that, things begin to happen. First, 
a communist agent throws incendiaries 
into the fire tower where Patty Lou 
and a forester’s son are telephoning fire 
locations. Then having been rescued 
by Rene in a helicopter, they are at- 
tacked and shot at by an enemy plane. 
To top it all, the brave girl drops by 
parachute to a pocket where the fire 
has surrounded seven men, and succeeds 
in rescuing all of them. In every case 
it se®ms to be prayer and faith, backed 
by a surrendered life, that brings the 
girl through to. safety. 


Ahira, Prince of Naphtali. By Ella M. 
Noller. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) The life- 
long friction between Ahira and his 
half brother, Caphtor, furnishes the plot 
for this story of ancient Israel during 
the time between thé second arrival 
at Kadesh-barnea and the Jordan cross- 
ing. Rapidly the various incidents pass 
before the eye — the sparring with Edom 
and Moab, conquest of Heshbon and 
Bashan, death of Aaron, the brazen ser- 
pent, Moses’ angry smiting of the rock, 
the reluctant prophecy of Balaam, Zim- 
ri’s disobedience, and the Midianitish 


* perfidy. Moses, Joshua, Caleb, and lesser 


lights are clothed with new reality, 
while the Old Covenant rites and cere- 
monies take on meanings that are pre- 
cious to the Bible lover, 

Early in the story Ahira falls violently 
in love with a Midianite priestess, 
whereupon there begins an inner travail 
that ends only with the bringing of the 
sin offering. But at last the maid is 
converted and at the close of three hun- 
dred exciting pages, the unsavory Caph- 
tor meets with a violent death. One 
question the story answers in full, Why 
did a loving God order the destruction 
of the Canaanites? And thé answer holds 
a number of surprises for most readers. 


One Hundred Bible Stories. (By Con- 


cordia Publishing House, St. Louis 18; 
$1.65.) There can be no critical reading 
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to Spend This Summer’s Vacation 


PLAN NOW 


Enlarged Faculty, Variety of Courses, Missionary Aviation 
For Ministers, Teachers, Missionaries, Sunday Schoo] Workers, Laymen, Veterans 
Twenty-two States, Several Foreign Countries, Thirty-one Denominations in 1947 Session. 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL—THOROUGH—EVANGELICAL—ACCREDITED 


1948 Session: 2 Semesters, June 23—July 30 


First Season in Our New Lake-Front Bethany Campus 
For Prospectus send to the President, Dr. J. A. Huffman, Winona Lake, Indiana 


America’s Greatest Theological Teachers. 


Winona Lake School of Theology, Winona Lake, Indiana 
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FREE 


to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “GOD'S 
LOVING MONEY RULE FOR YOUR FINANCIAL 
PROSPERITY” for each family in his congregation 
providing he will agree to give a talk on TITHING 
before distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to 


TITHER rine is Cuiternia 





PLACE FOR 


TAYLOR has room for students today. 
Room to train you for Christian leadership... 
just as it has done for oveg 100 years. 

Courses leading to A. B. degree including 
majors in Music and Science. B. S. in Ed. 
degree, Pre-Professional and Pre-Nursing. 

Write for Free catalogue 
Address Dean, Box T Upland, indiana 








Read OUR HOPE 


“CHOICE OF BIBLE 
LOVERS 





$67 HAVE been « reader of OUR HOPE from 
the mning and consider it the very best 5 
on Bib prophecy and kindred subjects that I have 


Harry A. Ironside, D.D., Litt. D., Pastor of 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Iinois, 


Wide Variety of Bible Helps 


For over 50 years, OUR HOPE has given thousands 
a deeper understanding of the Bible. Packed with 
rich variety. 64 pages each month. Editorials, Cur- 
rent Events in the Light of the Bible, Expositions of 
Bible Books, Questions and Answers, Book 
Reviews, etc. 


Founded by Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., Publisher 
E. Schuyler English, Litt.D., Editor 


Try it and see—7 months only $7 


Our special 7 month gov-epuusiated offer — only $1 


—is your opportunity. Regular price, $2 a year; sam; 
copy 20c — better still, $1 for 7 big ee 
rite TODAY! 


OUR HOPE, Dept. ST, P. 0. Box 146, Waretown, N.J. 
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of these Bible tales, which begin with 
the Creation and end with Saul’s conver- 
sion, for only the King James text is 
used. But explanatory notes at the bot- 
tom of each page make everything easy 
to understand. even by first graders. And 
the full-page pictures in colors—one 
hundred of them — are a treasure for all 
ages. Some of these, like Plockhurst’s 
“Christ Blessing Little Children,” are 
familiar enough, while others are new. 
A few are exceptionally beautiful, espe- 
cially “The Giving of the Law” and “The 
Last Judgment.” But all are satisfyingly 
rich in color and detail. One is glad 
that the Crucifixion is plainly portrayed 
despite modern teaching against it as a 
strain on sensitive children. Each story 
is followed by a wee prayer and mem- 
ory verse. 


Little Folks’ Story of the Apostles. By 
Alice Spencer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) Believ- 
ing that most Christian workers caught 
glimpses of the world’s great need while 
they were still children, Miss Spencer 
proposes to fan tiny flames of vision 
with thirty-three missionary stories from 
the Book of Acts. These begin with 
“Jesus’ Last Days with His Disciples,” 
extend through the activities of the early 
Church when “Jesus Speaks to Christians 
Through Peter and John,” and end with 
an earnest letter from the author her- 
self, exhorting boys arid girls to begin 
at once their service for the Lord Jesus. 
The stories speak.the language of chil- 
dren, but adhere closely to the Scripture. 
And it is unusual to see both print and 
pictures done in red. The book is a 
companion to the author’s earlier vol- 
ume, “Little Folks’ Life of Jesus.” 


Stories to Grow On. By Gertrude D. 
McKelvey. (John C. Winston Co., Phila- 
delphia 7; 75 cents.) Five of Jesus’ par- 
ables are here retold for boys and girls, 
and the telling is not at all what one 





salvation Army 


a PART 

MANI A 
¥ 

te cngnd the home 


SERVING HU 


There is no finer way 


. a, the 
children, the ouiritua needy. 


Annvities 


Jess, and the ies give you 
protected, 


an income is the knowledge 
jtimately yo 
- in serving nee 
Issued un he 
New York 
Devt Write for complete 
to Department No. 14 


THE SALVATION A 





that 
e a part 


ervision of 
der the op Insurance 


R MY NEW yore yee ft 


March 6, 1948 


might expect. For the Good Samaritan 
is a Jewish lad who rescues a boy beaten 
up by the gang, and that after two sup- 
posed friends, fearful ef their own skins, 
had passed him by. And the big, fine 
house on a sandy seashore, that blew 
down in a storm, taught Sally and Dick 
a very good lesson of content with their 
own rock-built house .that was not so 
fine. Perhaps “Ted’s Talent” is the best 
story of all—-for boys—since the lad 
in question discovered his special talent 
in football playing and developed it with 
surprising resuits. Large print is used 
for the sake of younger readers, and the 
cover pictures are very attractive. 


Evangelism in Sermon and Song. By 
Ernest O. Sellers. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago i0; $1.25.) A series of chapters on 
great evangelists and song leaders of 
the past generation, by one who knew 
many of therm personally. The evange- 
lists are Moody, Torrey, Chapman, Whit- 
tle; Fred B. Smith, and Billy Sunday. 
The Gospel singers are Sankey, Alex- 
ander, Towner, Gabriel, and Stebbins. 
These are not biographies but appre- 
ciations of their characters and insights 
into the secrets oftheir spiritual power. 
The methods they used are studied and 
evaluated. There are some penetrating 
observations, which need to be taken 
to heart by all who are interested in 
or engaged in evangelistic work. It is 
full of sanctified common sense. Methods 
are seen to change, but power, released 
through believing prayer, is seen as the 
determining factor in successful evange- 
lism. Personal work is shown to be as 
important as mass evangelism, and often 
more valuable to the Kingdom of God. 


The Atoning Christ. By Richard R. 
Caemmerer. (Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., New 
York 7; $1.50.) This is a book of ser- 
mons which were preached by the 
author during Lenten season. They fall 
into two groups, one based upon texts 
fromthe Epistles, and the other based 
on the Passion story in the Gospels. 
There are well-conceived messages, the 
prime purpose of which is to set forth 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world. 
An unmistakable Lutheran flavor is 
noticeable, especially in the oft-repeated 
emphasis on the advisability of keeping 
Lent in some special way. 


What Lutherans Are Thinking. Edited 
by E. C. Fendt. (The Wartburg Press, 
Columbus 15, Ohio, $3.50.) Twenty-eight 
authors, representing the various 
branches of Lutheranism, write on such 
theological topics as, “The Word of God,” 
“God,” “Man,” “Salvation,” “The Work 
of the Holy Spirit”; and on such prac- 
tical topics as “The Church and Society,” 
“Church and Family,” and “Church and 
State.” No attempt was made by the 
editor to har*nonize the divergent opin- 
ions. The result is confusing, if the 
reader is trying to discover what Luth- 
eranism is; enlightening, if he wants to 
know what Lutherans today believe. 
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This symposium of theological thought 
indicates that American Lutherans are 
at once confessional, liberal, and neo- 
orthodox; isolationist and unionist. 
Footnotes and bibliographical references 
make the book an excellent source book 
for the student of modern religious prob- 
lems. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wedsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 15 to 21 
Mon.—Matthew 13:31-34. Like a Mustard Seed. 
Prayer Succestions: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed .. . the least of all seeds: but when 
it is grown, it is the greatest of herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof.” The mixed religious condi- 
tions set forth in the “net” mentioned in 
_ Christ’s parable helps us to see this con- 
dition in the other parables in this chap- 
ter. The “isms” of our time are like 


: 
2436 & 


vy 


‘ ® tares, bad fish, foul birds, and evil 


. leaven. In this final period of the church 
» we may look for more, and evidence 
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more, of the spirit of fallen man in our 
churches. Pray for Bible Club Move- 
ment, Inc., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Tues.—Matthew 13:47-52. Like a Net. 

Prayer Succestions: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net, that was cast 
into the sea, and gathered of every kind.” 
The Gospel draws people into churches 
like a net gathers fishes good and bad. 
Selfish people without the love of God, 
the grace of Christ, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost become members of 
local churches. But the time of separa- 
tion is coming. How solemn the thought 
that multitudes will be finally rejected 
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Ben Lippen School 


“Where Boys Become Christian Gentlemen” 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 


Scholarship Competition 


EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES 
Closes April 1, 1948 
Write 


JOHN F. BLANCHARD, JR., Headmaster 
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...when you hand them their copies of POWER or MY COUNSELLOR. 
These action-packed Sunday School papers are skillfully slanted to appeal to 


young people. 


They speak young people’s language...cover their interests...deal with their 


problems. 


All of the attractive features of POWER and MY COUNSELLOR—real-life stories 
of outstanding Christians. ..exciting fiction. ..clever puzzles. ..two-color illus- 
trations—are carefully centered on spiritual objectives. 


As they read these papers, your pupils will learn what living for Christ means to 
them personally. They will be absorbing Christian attitudes and ideals. 
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Order POWER for teen agers and young adults, MY COUN- 
SELLOR for 9 to 13-year-olds. Use the coupon below to place 
your order or to send for free samples. 
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Scripture Press § v»- 
434 SOUTH WABASH Address 


now. Quantity: 


——MY COUNSELLOR 
——POWER 


Please mail postpaid as checked below: Dept, SSP-38 
C) Please send me________F REE sample copies 


of POWER; FREE sample copies 
of MY COUNSELLOR. 
(J We want to subscribe 5 or more of each publica- Total 


tion to one address, 23¢ 
per copy per quarter. Less ~~ 
than 5, $1.25 each per year. 


Total enclosed__£_.. 
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FOLDING ORGANS 


also electrics. Discount, missionaries, 
churches, write: ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harri- 
son, Canton, Ohio. 
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fil BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Monthly Publication, “The Bibie Today” 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 

registered by New York State Regents, granting B.RE. and Th.B. 

degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medica] Course 

diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduatiop. 
Write for catalog. 
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when Christ sets up His Kingdom! Pray 
for the Bible Memery Association, Inc., 
2625 Dillard St., Shréveport 14, La. 


Wed.—Luke 18:15-17. Like a Child. 

Prayer Succestions: “Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child shall in no wise enter 
therein.” Our Lord Jesus lived, preached; 
suffered, and died ag a child. No show, 
no pride or ostentation, no self-assertion, 
no holding of injuries ever appears in 
His life. He is properly called “the holy 
child Jesus.” And unless we have His 
Spirit we are none of His, and can have 
neither part nor lot in His coming King- 
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bookstore or . 
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evangelical, fundamental Christian doctrine is 
resented within the covers of one publication. 
very Christian who loves the Word should 
have it. Chafer’s SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 
is a lifetime work, tested, tempered and tried 
through 24 years of classroom application. 
Eight years were spent in final preparation. 
Today, Van Kampen Press presents to you 
this great work by a great theologian and 
Christian leader—Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer of 
Dallas Theological Seminary, 


It’s new ... comprehensive in scope ... 
complete in treatment of subject matter ... 
and appreciated 
by all ministers and layman as well as by the 
theological student. Chafers SYSTEMATIC 
THEOLOGY fills a long-felt need. 


Bound in maroon buckram . . . stamped in gold . . . beauti- 
fully styled . . . 64 x 9% inches in size . . . 2,700 pages. 
your set today. Al/ 8 volumes — only $29.95 
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dom. Are you like a child? Pray for 
the Chaplain Counselors for Industry, 
Inc., 1153 Broad St., Newark 5, N, J. 
Thurs.—Luke 18:18-27. Like a Needle’s Eye. 

PraYeR Succestions: “It is easier for . 
a camel to go through a needle’s eye 
than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God.” Riches enslave a man. 
They deceive him and choke out the 
Word of God from Fis soul. They are 
full of temptations and snares, and may 
lead into many foolish and hurtful 
pleasures — and perdition. The evil eye 
of covetousness costs those who have it 
dearly (see 1 Tim. 6:9-11, 17-19). Very 
few rich men of the Bible seem to have 
received saving grace. Why? (See 
Matt. 13:22.) Pray for the Christian Jail 
Workers, Inc., Box 3333, Los Angeles 53. 
Fri.—Luke 14:15-24. Like a Great Feast. 

Prayer SvuccestTions: “Blessed is he 
that shall eat bréad in the kingdom of 
God.” Our Lord under the figure of a 
feast sets forth one of the glories of His 
coming Kingdom. Multitudes will never 
see the Kingdom of God. Even the right- 
eous are with difficulty saved. Multi- 
tudes have only a false hope, and will 
awaken to this fact too late, as did the 
foolish virgins in  Christ’s parable. 
Blessed indeed are those who will enter 
with Christ through the gates into the 
city of God. Their bliss will be as eter- 
nal as their residence in Glory. Blessed 
feast! Pray for the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony, 506 Commonwealth Bldg., 12th 
and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia 7. 


Sat.—Luke 12:31-40. Like a Master’s Return. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching.” People were in 
expectation just before Christ’s first ad- ‘ 
vent, and some will be found watching 
when He comes again. How blessed 
they will be: What honors will be 
theirs whom He finds’ watching! 
Heavenlymindedness is all too rare 
among evangelicals. That all who really 
love Christ -shall love His appearing 
should be our constant concern in 
prayers and labors. His coming will be 
like a master’s return, and will be un- 
expected. Pray for the Christian Serv- 
ice Brigade, 53 W, Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
cago 4. 
Sun.—lIsaiah 60:1-3, 10-14. 

Light in Darkness, 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Gentiles 
shall come to thy light.” This par- 
ticular world-wide ministry-of Ghrist qp.es.dée% 
—the light of the world, foreseen by Ga* 
Isaiah, is now a grand historical- fact. oe _ 22 
How much we need now that He will @epeem 
send forth His light and His truth as @, 2 
in the earlier days of Gospel success ! gp 
Let us look anew to God, the author ®g #& 
and finisher of our faith, and let us ee. > 
yield ourselves anew to God to be the ~ «gf 
kind of light bearers we should be in “= 
gratitude for His salvation. Pray for 
the Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation, 800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10. 








